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As Socialist Worker shows, 


by Charlie Kimber ; 
the most modest tax increases 


NEWSPAPERS and most 
politicians united in an 
angry howl of rage last 
week. 

They were outraged by the 
suggestion that company di- 


rectors presently grasping 
£500,000 a year might have to 
get by on £25,000 or even 
£50,000 less. 


HE WON'T EVEN ALLOW TAX DEBATE 


A newspaper owner grab- 
bing £2 million a year might 
lose £150,000! How would he 
survive! 

Last week in the corporate 
hospitality rooms at Royal 
Ascot the parasites from the 
City and big business quaffed 
£500 bottles of champagne 


and stuffed themselves with 
£300 lobster lunches. 

Some spent more on their 
day out than a hospital cleaner 
earns in three months. 

The Mail denounced the 
mild suggestions from Com- 
mons leader Peter Hain for 
small tax changes as “the ran- 


corous old socialist policy of 
tax rises to soak the rich”. 

The Telegraph rejoiced that 
Hain’s “macho grunt to 
Labour left sensibilities” was 
quickly “swatted down” by 
Blair and Brown. 

In fact what Hain had 
planned to say was patheti- 


cally weak—small increases 
for the very richest in order to 
cut the tax bills for people who 
get between £35,000 and 
£50,000. 

New Labour would rather 
leave the money with ob- 
scenely wealthy people than 
use it for public services. 


could raise more than £20 bil- 
lion a year extra. 

That would provide the 
money for better public ser- 
vices and pay. It would also 
provide more cash to give dig- 
nity to pensioners, and im- 
prove the NHS and education. 
Why Labour should tax rich 
see page 2 
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Reality of pay 


THE PRESS give the impression 
that vast numbers of workers are 
hit by the top tax rates. 

In fact only around 10 percent of 
people pay the higher income tax 
rate of 40 percent levied on 
salaries over £34,515 a year. 

Very few of these are ordinary 
workers. 

For example, the very top of the 
nurses’ pay scale outside London 
is £29,990 and even in inner 
London it is £34,218. The vast 
majority of nurses are, of course, 
on far less. 

You would have to be a nurse 
consultant (and take on 
management functions) to get into 
the top income tax bracket. 

The official New Earnings 
Survey released last year 
showed: 

@10 percent of all workers get less 
than £4.80 an hour, or £187.20 fora 
39-hour week. 

@25 percent of all workers get less 
than £6.00 an hour, or £234.00 fora 
39-hour week. 

@50 percent of all workers get less 
than £8.41 an hour, or £327.99 fora 
39-hour week. 

@Only 10 percent of all workers get 
more than £18.76 an hour or 
£731.64 for a 39-hour week. 

@Just 2 percent get more than £50 
an hour or £1,950 for a 39-hour 
week. 

The often-quoted “average 
wage” of £22,000 a year (£423 a 
week) is an average boosted by 
the overpaid executives at the 
top. 

More on the fight against low pay 
page 7 


Back to Thatcher? 


WHEN VICIOUSLY right wing Tory 
Margaret Thatcher came to power 
in 1979 she immediately set about 
cutting the top rate of tax—to 60 
percent. It remained at this rate 
until 1988. 

It is surely not asking too much 
to go back to Thatcher’s tax 
policy. 

Such measures would raise 
around £22 billion a year extra 
revenue. 

If we wanted to take more far- 
reaching steps we could go back 
to the tax policy of Denis Healey, 
Labour’s chancellor in 1978. 

Then the top rate for income 
over the equivalent of £100,000 
today was 83 percent. 


Business gets off 


IT IS not just individual rich people 
who are getting off lightly. New 
Labour’s tax changes have also 
handed billions to businesses. 

Cuts in the tax on profits 
(corporation tax) alone are 
expected to cost £20 billion by 
2004-5. 

When Labour came to office the 
full rate of corporation tax was 33 
percent. Now the main rate is 28 
percent. 

Because of other changes the 
Institute for Fiscal Studies 
estimates that someone setting up 
a company can now earn up to 
£16,000 a year tax-free. 

An employee on the same 
income would expect to pay 
£3,927 in national insurance and 
income tax. 
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Local 


Trade unionists and 
campaigners were to 
march on Saturday against 
the British National Party 


“UNIONS HAVE been mobilising and we 
expect good delegations from the postal 
workers’ CWU and firefighters’ FBU,” says 
Matt Saywell. 

He is a member of Broxbourne Against 
Racism, which is mobilising for Saturday’s 
march in the Hertfordshire town where the 
BNP has one councillor. 

“The GMB London Region is also sup- 
porting the march, as are local churches,” 
says Matt. “We’ve had a really good re- 
sponse from local people.” 

Broxbourne and Enfield Labour Party 
branches are backing the march, as are the 


B 


DON’T MENTION 


“ME WAK 


unity can beat 
back the 


NP 


March against the BNP 
Saturday 28 J une 


Burnley 11am, Crown Court car park 
Halifax 1pm, Park Road, next to 
People’s Park 


Broxbourne 1pm, Grundy Park, off 
Windmill Lane, Cheshunt 
Dudley 1pm, Leisure Centre, 
Wellington Road 
More details Unity, c/o Anti Nazi League 
phone 020 7924 0333 


band Heartless Crew. Speakers at the rally 
include former TGWU leader Bill Morris. 

This weekend’s “Unity” demonstra- 
tions are focused on areas where the BNP 
has conned people into electing its 16 
councillors. 

In Halifax the Calderdale Unity Com- 
mittee has been mobilising. 


oe" we 


Nazis 


The trades council is sending its banner 
with a delegation, as are the firefighters’ 
FBU, the Natfhe college lecturers’ union 
and the civil servants’ PCS union, and the 
journalists’ NUJ union. 

The local Labour Party has put out 
leaflets to its members. 

In Burnley, which has eight BNP coun- 
cillors, campaigners have got a positive re- 
sponse from local trade unionists. 

Burnley trades council, and the GMB 
and Natfhe unions in the region are send- 
ing their banners. Other supporters include 
the FBU Lancashire Region and Unison’s 
North West Region. 

The Unity Campaign Against Racism 
and Fascism is organising for the march in 
Dudley. Three local Unison branches are 
backing the march. 

These marches are a vital focus for 
local opposition to the Nazis of the BNP. 


unkett tips scales of justice 


TWELVE WHITE people 
were sentenced last week for 
their part in provoking the 
Oldham riots of May 2001. 

They were given sentences 
of nine months. Their 
supporters cheered when the 
sentences were announced. 

Yet Asian youth who 
protected their community 
from attack by racists have 
typically received far higher 
sentences of three and four 
years. 

Political responsibility for 


CARE HOME SCANDAL 


this policy of making an 
example of Asian youth with 
harsh sentencing lies with 
home secretary David 
Blunkett. 

Blunkett’s verbal attacks on 
asylum seekers and criticising 
the Asian community for 
failing to “integrate” have 
contributed to a climate where 
the courts can blame the 
victims of racist attacks for 
self defence. 

At least one of those 
convicted last week for 


Winifred thrown out 


WE REPORTED last week 
on the fight by 102 year old 
Winifred Humphrey against 
being evicted from the care 
home where she has lived for 
nine years. 

The callous owners of the 
home in Whitstable, Kent, 
have now thrown her out to 
make way for a fee-paying 
resident. 

Winifred’s son says, “I’ve 
had to tell my mother she has 
to leave. This will kill her. It 
will stain the conscience of 
those responsible.” 

Letter on care home scandal 
page 6 


sparking the Oldham riots is a 
well known Nazi. Darren Hoy 
has recent convictions for 
carrying knives and 
threatening a Jewish couple at 
last year’s Holocaust 
Memorial in Oldham. 

He has been photographed 
with local BNP organiser Mick 
Treacy ona BNP protest and at 
a Nazi meeting. 

The police claimed that the 
defendants convicted last 
week were responsible for 
provoking the riots—though 


not all the evidence was heard 
in court as they were allowed 
to plead guilty to lesser 
charges. 

The group mounted an 
organised attack on the Asian 
community by breaking into 
houses and assaulting 
families. 

The recent “Don’t Vote 
Nazi” campaign in the local 
elections in Oldham showed 
that the BNP can be exposed 
as Nazis and kept out of office. 


Pete Hick 
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Rob Hoveman writes on the opportunities for the left 


NEWS 
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Fees stoking 
up rebellion 


THE GOVERNMENT is fighting to quash 
another revolt by backbench MPs. 

Labour MPs fear introducing top-up 
university fees could cost them seats at 
the next election. 

Nearly 70 percent of 16 year olds say 
the fees, of up to £3,000, would put them 
off going to university. 

On Monday, Labour backbenchers 
staged a stayaway when the Commons 
discussed a Liberal motion opposing 
tuition fees. Ten Labour MPs voted with 
the Liberals. A bigger rebellion is 
expected when the proposals are 
debated in the autumn. 


Getting tough 
on fat Cats? 


NEW LABOUR promises to get tough on 
executive pay sound hollow after a string 
of announcements revealed more huge 
payouts. 

Bosses of the Compass catering 
company that serves up meals for many 
schools and hospitals are the best paid 
inthe country. Each grabbed £10 million 
in pay, bonuses and shares last year. 

Rose Marie Bravo, chief executive of 
Burberry, is set to receive some £9.5 
million, anda payment of £12.4 million if 
she leaves the company. 


Dodgy dealin 
atiob centies: 


FURY GREETED New Labour’s plans to 
flog off some 1,100 job centres last week. 

The deal is set to net the government 
more than £1 billion. 

The government has decided to hand 
the centres to Britain’s biggest property 
company, Land Securities. 

The centres, many on prime sites, will 
be sold on, allowing Land Securities to 
rake in millions. 

The Department of Work and 
Pensions has also unveiled plans to 
privatise storage centres housing some 
85 million files, including national 
insurance numbers and the names and 
addresses of most of the population. 

The civil servants’ PCS union has 
condemned the moves and vowed to 
fight the privatisations “tooth and nail”. 


Inthe dock on 
nuclearleaks 


THE GOVERNMENT has allowed a 
dockyard in Plymouth to increase 
radioactive discharges into the sea by 
five times. 

The dockyard is owned by a subsidiary 
of Halliburton, which has strong links with 
US vice-president Dick Cheney. 

The European Commission is 
bringing a legal action against Britain’s 
Ministry of Defence for failing to check 
the potential health risks. 

Last month another prosecution was 
brought over the botched closure of a 
nuclear reactor at Greenwich Naval 
College. 
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state of the trade union 
movement 


Treg activists speak out 


against the occupation 


Plus Lindsey German 
celebrates the re-release 
of The Leopard 
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Hungry for debate ? 


Come to a feast 


4 THE WHEELS have come off 
Tony Blair’s bandwagon. 

Millions of people have rum- 
bled his lies over the war. A tele- 
vision mock trial, which presented 
the anti-war case badly, still found 
Blair guilty of mass deception by a 
margin of two to one. 

The aftermath of the war and 
N ew Labour's ongoing attacks are 
producing immense political 
debate and questioning across 
Britain. It finds only the faintest 
echo in the cosseted world of of- 
ficial politics. 

But in schools, colleges, work- 
places and communities there is in- 
creasing discussion of the vital issues 
that affect the whole planet— war 
or peace, global inequality, why our 
working lives are being thrown back 
two generations. 

This is where politics really 
matters. O ut of this can emerge a 
powerful left wing opposition to 
Blair and the system he defends. 

A 600-strong conference of the 
Stop the W ar Coalition last week 
naturally spilt over to wider issues. 
The same is true of public meet- 

j ings that are drawing hundreds of 
. people nightly. 
4 Trade union conferences have 


"i iS ke been marked by deep bitterness 
: } ™™ ~—=with the government and vigorous 
ie a \ ‘Saat political debates. In a sign of the 

Some of the millions who reject our rulers’ worldview Picture: Matt Saywell times, the RMT union in London 

held its first political day school last 

week, attracting 70 members. 


Just one week to go to hear these speakers and many more... 

GREAT CHANGES in society 
happen when those at the top cease 
to dominate what those at the 
bottom think. We are reaching such 

; ; ice Christian, a point now. 
biot, Billy Hayes, Loulse How far we move forward de- 
pecan Bertinottl Meena Menon, pends on the answers we have to 


ie Sere Chris Harman, Steven Rose, a world in crisis. 


The Marxism 2003 event, which 
Alex Callinicos, Paul Foot, John Molyneux, eee ae ah 
China Mieville, Jane Hardy, 


week, draws together thousands of 
Jonathan Neale, eople to discuss those answers. 

Hassan Mahamdallie Mike Gonzalez, Ghada a P They will fangs trom acl 

i ic] iali inwright, known figures through to the loca 

a Head ie enya sia Karmi, Judith Orr, John Rees, Me : activists and trade unionists who 


George Galloway Geoff Martin, Jeremy Dear, Linda Smith, make the movement happen. 


sad Rehman, Discussions will involve every- 
Mark Steel, Francesco Caruso, A one from school students who 


i n ee 
Mani Tanoh, Mike Rose struck magnificently against the 
Andrew Murray war to 70 year old lifelong social- 
ists who feel inspired to bring their 
experiences to a new generation. 
Socialist Worker urges all our 
readers to get to the event. 


z Marxist forums in local areas 

| ar BM” will continue in the summer to 

follow through on the ideas raised. 

But there is nowhere other 

4-11 J uly Central London than Marxism 2003 where thou- 

, sands can take part in such a range 
Marxism and democracy Bush in Babylon: Book by e-mail Book by phone Book online of discussions. 


Lindsey German recolonising Iraq marxism@ 020 7538 2707 = www.swp.org.uk/ There's no better springboard 


: : for deepening the movement for 
Tariq Ali Swp.org.uk eae radical change. 
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inside the system 


Human g 
are fig 


FAMILIES FROM Nigeria 
are trying to take drugs 
giant Pfizer to court for 


uinea pigs 
ing back if 


Other free treatment was 
available at the same hospital 
where the Trovan was adminis- 


IN THE FRAME 


WHO SAYS? 


“Iraq is still a 
combat zone— 


4 


fou a) using their children in tered. The families say they L : 
SIR antag botched drug trials seven were never told about it. that’s why we're 
years ago. They are not the only onesto Still ta king some 
BEECHAM Last week the 20 families suffer from such drug trials. casualties.” 
poemeeneeneenneaneee | vere fighting to have their claim “The globalisation of human LT GENERAL DAVID 
WELL-heeled lawyer for compensation heard in a experimentation is clearly real,” McKIERNAN 
Jeremy Beecham New York court. said columnist David Concar in es ee a the US- 
sits on the Labour Pfizer flew out to Nigeria to New Scientist last week. eae eS ee sgt 
Party National set up clinical trials after a An increasing number of 
Executive deadly bacterial meningitis - drug companies are moving su Li 
Committee. He swept through the country. | _ia their clinical experiments to aes oS Ee 
helped kill off Two hundred desperately ill Pfizer sales executives poor countries. : 
discussion about children took part in the trial. At It is difficult to find out ex- aes ae 
George Galloway’s least 11 children died, while _ on their new drug, Trovan. actly how many trials are now emonstrations 
USM | others suffered severe brain Trovan had not been ap- _ taking place in poor countries. to goal 


celebrations, 


But the number of overseas | ! 
from industrial 


investigators listed in applica- 


Labour Party. 
He chairs the 


damage. 
The victims’ families ac- 


proved for use in the US. It 
still has not been approved for 


Local Government cused Pfizer of exploiting the use on children and is not sold _ tions for new drug approvals in action to 
Association, health disaster to conduct trials in Europe. America has increased sixfold. goa Imouth 
representing local action.” 
government FIFA.COM 

on how the 


employers. He is 
spearheading a 
major assault on 
council workers’ pay. 


Confederations Cup will 
halt the tide of unrest 
over pensions in France 


“Climate change 
has global 


Fight reaches consequences for 


higher level human health and 
CRANE DRIVER Stuart the environment. 
Forrester had to lock EROTIC 
himself in his cab 60 : PROTECTION AGENCY 
metres ae ground just ' draft report on global 
to get paid. ; ® = warming 
The one-man protest = ia “TALIA ABT 
last week was sparked by 4 “The prime 55 US troops have been killed in Iraq since their “victory” 


minister must 
have concluded 
that it was 
honourable and 
desirable to back 
the US...therefore 


hire firm HTC Plant’s BEEN VERY FLAW IBLE How | gre BLAIR OT 
refusal to pay Stuart two “To RUN E LAG ov 2 
days wages. : i] 

Stuart said, “The 
company is refusing to 
pay me despite the fact I 
have the timesheets 


GEORGE GALLOWAY 


Paper admits that 


, it was honourable 
proving that I did the ; l Y ) t 
work.” After two days Fane ae he 0) C U e n ) we f e ) e 
HTC Plant agreed to pay : 
Stuart. : through various THE spectacular libel 


ruses and ways to 
get us there.” 
CLARE SHORT 

former international 
development secretary 


FYer-l late) @ e(-ve) ce (=) 
Galloway by the US 
paper the Christian 
Science Monitor has 
come crashing down. 
MM at=w oy-1 e-var-Celnilticcve| 
last week that its story 
about Galloway 
receiving $10 million 


Human cannon 
fodder 


WHILE UP to 200 
refugees may have 
drowned trying to reach 
Italy on the Saturday of 
last week, an Italian 


Not on board for dewul’s ship 


las van Hoogstraten is in- 
volved in a bid to house 


“The complexity 
of the earth 
system makes it 


He called his tenants 


“scumbags’, “dog meat” and 
“filth”. 


fortune wasn’t enough. 
Now he plans to make 
money from his prison cell 


politician called for 1,000 asylum seekers on a His string of convictions out of housing people flee- a SCientific from Saddam Hussein’s | George Galloway 
illegal immigrants to be | boat moored off the Kent includesafour-year sentence ing from torture and perse- Challenge to regime was based on 
shot at. coast. for hiring athugtolobahand cution by charging the document documents that were 


Umberto Bossi, leader 
of the extremist Northern 
League, is vying to be 
the most bigoted member 
of Silvio Berlusconi’s 
hard-right government. 

Two days after the 
refugees’ ship sank, 


Jailed last year for the change, diagnose 
manslaughter of business 
rival Mohammed Raja, 
Hoogstraten was one of the 
most feared landlords in 
Britain. 

He is known as the 
“devil's” landlord. 


grenade into the home of an 
ex business colleague. The 
judge described him as “an 
emissary of Beelzebub”. 
Hoogstraten described 
himself as “ruthless and 
probably violent”. He moaned 
to a court that his £500 million 


government £75 a week for 
each asylum seeker. its causes and 
A £2.25 million bid has develop useful 
already been put in by rojections of 
Hoogstraten’s legal advi- cree natural 
sors for the decommis- variability and 
sioned military aircraft =) yman actions 
carrier HMS Vengeance. may affect the 


crude forgeries. 

Himatetox-1 exe) (eXe | x-ve Xe) 
Galloway. Rightly, he 
has refused to let the 
paper off the hook. 

The paper published 
ateMer-luarvel lace Rerrcliaa) 


Telegraph was the 
paper which kicked off 
the witch-hunt against 
Galloway with claims 
that he was paid 
£375,000 by Saddam 
Hussein. 

Galloway has 


against Galloway 


Bossi said illegal global Ti tatel¥id ofe)atcvalale pie) demanded that the 
immigrants should “hear N T 1 | h : : authenticate the British government 
the blast of cannons” and FIGURE IT OUT a | O Nn a C a [ Y e I, et Pentre ne a documents it was based | investigate the 


“after the second or third 
warning, boom”. 


Does your pet 
glow in the dark? 


SCIENTISTS have 
found another “useful” 
application for genetic 
engineering—they have 
developed fluorescent 
fish so pet owners don’t 
have to light their 
aquariums. 

Scientists genetically 
modified the fish using a 
gene from jellyfish and 
marine coral so that they 
glow in the dark. 

The “Red Night 
Pearls” glow in different 
patterns of red and green. 


1/0 


i | | t 
dollars is the amount 
George Bush's 
Campaign team are 
planning to raise in 
contributions towards 
his re-election 
attempt in 2004. He 
already has $20 
million in the bank. 


international low pay 


COSTS FOR the new 
Scottish Parliament building 
are going through the roof— 
but it’s not because of the 
workers’ wages. 

Bosses of the contractors 
Mivan—who were awarded a 
contract to fit out the 
parliament's debating 
chamber— said they couldn't 
find enough Scottish workers 
and recruited 18 Romanians. 

But they pay them below 
the £7.30 rate proposed by 
the Working Rule Agreement 
and deduct money from their 
wages for accommodation. 

Mivan chief executive Ivan 
McCabrey said, “I may have to 


bring in Polish and 
Portuguese staff.” 

Representatives from the 
construction workers’ union 
Ucatt are due to visit the site 
this week with interpreters to 
inform the Romanian workers 
of their rights and offer to help 
them. 

The Holyrood project was 
originally estimated to cost 
between £40 and £100 million 
but is two and a half years off 
schedule and is now expected 
to cost over £400 million. 

More delays were 
announced last week and it 
could be years before the 
actual final cost is known. 


FINAL US REPORT ON 
GLOBAL WARMING 


Do you have a story 
for Inside the System? 
Send it to Inside the 
System, Socialist Worker, 
PO Box 82, London E3 


3LH. All readers who 
send in a story that is 
printed are put into a 
monthly raffle for a book. 


on, which quickly turned 
out to be forgeries. 

Now belatedly it has 
admitted the truth. 

Galloway is still 
pressing for damages 
from the Christian 
Science Monitor, which 
splashed its lie in 93 
countries. 

Many other questions 
remain. Who forged the 
documents? And who 
knew about them? 

The journalist who 
wrote the libellous story 
in the Christian Science 
Monitor was Philip 
Smucker. 

Smucker has also 
worked for the Daily 
Telegraph. The 


conspiracy against him. 

Instead, New Labour 
has suspended 
Galloway from the party 
for comments he made 
denouncing the war. 

New Labour’s deputy 
general secretary Chris 
Lennie met George 
Cer CoE WALE KI AU <1-1 @-1ae| 
simply refused to go 
through the substance 
of why he has been 
suspended from the 
party. 

The issue will now 
be raised ata 
subcommittee of 
Labour’s National 
Executive Committee 
Cola WAN LUNAR: Lae Rexel 61 (0 | 
rumble on to the party 


ANTI-WAR CONFERENCE 
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New Initiatives for movement 


OVER 600 people attended the Stop 
the War Coalition’s activist confer- 
ence held in London on Saturday. 

“The size of today’s conference 
shows that the anti-war movement 
has not gone away,” said coalition 
convenor Lindsey German. 

“That is also clear from public 
meetings up and down the country. 
They are drawing in hundreds of 
people. Some areas are havin 
bigger meetings than they did in 
the run-up to the war. 

“The war is also continuing in 
Iraq. It is continuing in that they are 
making threats against Iran. 

“So our movement must con- 
tinue. People feel that we were vin- 
dicated in opposing the war. 

“Now we have to continue to 
build on that. They have a project 
for the new century. We should 
have our own project based on 
peace and justice.” 

Other leading figures in the 
movement also addressed the con- 
ference, including Jeremy Corbyn 
MP, Tony Benn, Stop the War Coali- 
tion chair Andrew Murray and many 
others. 

George Galloway MP won an es- 
pecially warm response when he 
spoke. 

Debates and workshops took 
place on issues including civil lib- 
erties, Palestine, Iraq today and the 
Labour movement and the war. 

Throughout the conference there 
was a sense that the anti-war move- 
ment is still winning wide support. 

Richard Searle from Manches- 
ter told Socialist Worker, “There 
are six anti-war stalls happening 
across Manchester today. 

“Our group in north Manchester 
kept growing and growing after the 
15 February demonstration. 

“More people are getting in- 
volved. We do leaflets in different 
languages and activities like banner 


DATE FOR YOUR DIARY 


2/ 


SEPTEMBER 


the next national 
Stop the War 
Coalition | 
demonstration in 
London 


making.” 

Chris Fuller from the York anti- 
war coalition explained, “We do 
our stall in town every Saturday for 
a couple of hours. It’s not quite as 
busy as it was at the height of the 
war, but we still sell lots of badges 
and get lots of support. 

“We are planning a ‘Question 
Time’ event with our local MP, who 
is pro-war, and Asad Rehman from 
the national Stop the War Coalition.” 

People crammed into a work- 
shop to discuss Civil Liberties and 
the War on Terror. 

Les Levidow from the Campaign 
against the Criminalisation of Com- 
munities argued, “All the new 
powers brought in since 11 Septem- 
ber are aimed at intimidating com- 
munities, stopping people protesting 
against repressive regimes and 
clamping down on activists. 

“These laws are about suppress- 
ing political dissent.” 

A speaker from the Kurdish Fed- 
eration explained, “The suppres- 
sion of immigrant and refugee 


communities is about suppressing 
the population as a whole.” 

A packed session on the labour 
movement and the war heard many 
examples of how the Stop the War 
Coalition had won trade union 
backing. 

Moira Nolan, a teacher from 
south east London, said, ‘““We should 
focus on getting the feeling of the 
anti-war movement into trade 
unions and workplaces. 

“At my school we held anti-war 
meetings, inviting in speakers. That 
meant we held a protest by 30 staff 
on the day.” 

Tube driver Oliver New from 
the RMT union in London said, 
“There are all sorts of ways we can 
make the links between the war and 
other issues with our workmates. 

“Bechtel is part of one of the 
consortiums taking over part of the 
tube. It is also the US corporation 
taking on work in Iraq.” 

Stop the War Coalition chair 
Andrew Murray summed up 
the workshop saying, “Our aim 
should be not only to draw the 
labour movement into the anti-war 
movement. 

“Tt should also be to take the spirit 
of the anti-war movement into tradi- 
tional working class organisations as 
a way of reinvigorating them.” 

The coalition now plans to re- 
convene the tremendously success- 
ful People’s Parliament that attracted 
over 1,500 delegates to its first gath- 
ering in March. 

The next People’s Parliament is 
being planned for the end of 
August or beginning of September. 

And the coalition is planning a 
national demonstration in London 
on 27 September. 

Everyone should mark that date 
in their diary now, and begin or- 
ganising to mobilise the biggest 
possible numbers. 
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rag gets 
more like 
Vietnam 

every day 


The deaths of six British soldiers on Tuesday 
shows very clearly that the war is far from 
over. Resistance from guerrilla fighters is 
worrying the occupying forces 


A TOP US general is already com- 
paring the occupation of Iraq to the 
“quagmire” the US sank into in 
Vietnam. 

The US had “failed to under- 
stand the mindset and attitudes of 
the Iraqi people and the depth of 
hostility towards the US in much of 
the country”, admitted retired gen- 
eral William Nash last weekend. 

He spoke as the number of US 
troops killed in armed attacks in 
Iraq since the supposed end of the 
war topped 55. 

Nash said, ““You can’t tell who is 
behind the latest rocket-propelled 
grenade. 

“Tt could be a father whose 
daughter has been killed. It could 
be a political leader trying to gaina 
following, or it could be rump 
Saddam. Either way, they are start- 
ing to converge.” 

The continuing resistance in 
Iraq to the occupation has begun to 
crack the pro-war political consen- 
sus in the US. 

A leading contender for the De- 
mocratic Party nomination for next 
year’s presidential race has started 
to attack George Bush over the war. 

Opinion polls show a slow but 
consistent decline in support for the 
occupation. Families of several US 
servicemen killed over the last few 
weeks are calling for troops to be 
pulled out. 


*] 
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Resistance to the US is growing 


Bush was forced to respond in 
his weekly national radio broadcast 
on Sunday to fears that the body 
count could rise dramatically. 

In a further, sick echo of Viet- 
nam US troops copied a scene out 
of the film Apocalypse Now last 
week. They blasted out Wagner’s 
piece of music Ride of the 
Valkyries before smashing into 
houses in the city of Ramadi, in 
western Iraq. 

In the movie the same music 
plays as a crazed US officer 
launches a helicopter strike on a 
Vietnamese village. 


The arrogance and brutality of 
the occupation is fuelling resis- 
tance. Even Adnan Pachachi, one 
of the Iraqi former exiles once lined 
up by the US State Department to 
run the country, says Iraq is three 
weeks away from erupting. 

“The Americans are occupiers 
and aggressors,” says Sayyid Ali, 
one of 2,000 Shia Muslims who 
protested on Friday of last week 
outside the vast palace compound 
in Baghdad now used by Iraq’s US 
rulers. 

Fellow protester Mohammed 
Obeid said, “Under Saddam, we 
had no medicine. It was all in this 
palace. 

“Now it’s the same, except the 
Americans are in the palace.” 

There was disbelief from ordi- 
nary Iraqis in Baghdad when the 
US overlord Paul Bremer claimed 
the capital had 20 hours of elec- 
tricity a day. It is more like a couple 
of hours. 

The US occupiers sit in fully air 
conditioned offices. With the day- 
time temperature topping 130F, 
most ordinary Iraqis don’t even 
have working refrigerators. 

The chaos and suffering are not 
the result of some administrative 
failure of the US to plan for the 
occupation. 

They are a product of its imperi- 
alist strategy in the region. 


‘Kill as many people as you can’ 


THE London Evening can’t distinguish on getting through it by | Fallujah we get rocks 
Standard, which between who’s trying to | killing as many people thrown at us by kids. 
supported the war, kill you and who’s not. | as youcan.” You wanna turn round 
carried a chilling series “Like, the only way He later described and shoot one of the 
of interviews last week to get through shit like leaving injured Iraqis little fuckers.” 
in which US soldiers that was toconcentrate | todie: “The worst thing Anthony Castillo 
admitted they kill Iraqi is to shoot one of them, also pointed to the 
civilians. 1 1 then go help him.” rising anger among US 
Anthony Castillo of O n C e yo U d Corporal troops at their own 
the US infantry said, Richardson added, commanders: “‘We’re 
“When there were S hot t h eM “Shit, [didn’thelpany | moreangry at the 
civilians there, we did of them. I wouldn’t help | generals who are 
the mission that had to a n d yo U 7 re the fuckers. making these decisions 
be done. “Once you’d shot and who never hit the 
“When they were H them and you’re ground, and who don’t 
there, they were in the mM OVI n g nan moving through, you get shot at or have to 
wrong spot, so they shoot them again. You look at the bloody 
were considered the yo U S h oot didn’t want any bodies and the burnt 
enemy.” a prisoners of war.” out bodies, and the dead 
Sergeant John t he Ma g alin “You make therules | babies and all that 
Meadows said, “‘You as you go along. Like, in | kinda stuff.” 


x 
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In need 
of relief 


YOUR VIEW 


Say encore 
to protests 


Scottish Water’s flagship 
PFI projects. 


} il This was meant to 
WHEELCHAIR-bound 56 | Oki) mewn: neue d i | | ATTHE end of another herald the way for a spate 
ear old grandmother, Biz Ivol, Hit I; ‘| | | ] y + rF i, day of strikes and of similar projects. 
ho suffers from multiple i ee oo protests against the But in the last two 


clerosis (MS), is on trial ata 
ourtin Scotland charged with 
upplying cannabis to other 


French government’s 
plans for pension reform, 
150 protesters occupied 


years noxious smells and 
irritant gases such as 
hydrogen sulphide have 


edicinal users. SUA il tT M mc 41 | F the Opera House in been discharged into the 
The present charges relate I i ia it] t i i | | 7. i Nancy. local area. 
oaraid onher home in HUM PEEL \ / At the root of the 
ugust 2001 and the court : - problem is the failure of 
cat sede postponed a the ee to fit 
umber of times. covers to the primary 
Bizhas long been an tanks dealing with the 


dvocate for the legalisation 
f the medical use of cannabis. 

In hundreds of years 
obody has died as a result of 
annabis use. 

Biz should never have 
een put in this position. She 

sn’t the only one. We are ill, 
e know this stuff works and 
any of us won’t get any 

etter. Cannabis enables us to 
ave at least a little bit of 
uality time in our life. 

The state has proved how 
asty and vindictive it can be 
ver all this. It would be nice 

f they could give us some 


1 
Show didn’t go on 


The riot police were 
quickly on the scene. 

However, the director 
of the Opera House had 
dismissed the musicians 
and cancelled the 
performance for that 
evening. 

The perfect end toa 


sludge, and that is simply 
because it costs too 
much for an already 
overpriced project. 

The demonstrators 
chanted slogans against 
PFI and air pollution, and 
carried a giant jobby 
(plastic!) up to the 
Scottish Parliament. 

Some of the protesters 
were keen to point out 
that while the new 
parliament building had 
no cost limits when it 
came to local amenities, 
they were not so keen to 


elp but we'd settle for not great day! sign a blank cheque. 
eing bothered by them. Leon Kuhn lan Hood 
Names withheld Nancy Edinburgh 


OIn U 
he fight 


HE low pay revolt is 
preading across the NHS. 
There are the beginnings of 
national feeling and people 


‘se 


RAGE campaigners protest against ho 


mes closures in Birmingham in 2001 


Picture: S O'Neil 


Brutal policy against 
the elderly in homes 


Justice fight 
goes on 


| HAVE been in prison 
since 1989. | was 
wrongfully convicted of 
murdering David 
Pickering. 

The principal witness 
has admitted to my family 


earning from each other. she lied in court. 
I was involved in the On two occasions the 
ampaign at Homerton appeal courts have 


ospital in east London which, 
Ithough I think we could have 

on more, has made everyone 
eel that trade unionism works 
nd that the privatised 
ontractors can be beaten. 


RAGE, the Relatives Action Group for 

the Elderly, is maintaining its fight. 
The campaign works with 

families, unions and community 


employment conditions, reduced 
pensions and greater poverty in old 
age (affecting mainly women), not 
forgetting the loss of democratic 


therefore. 

We are left with a radical and brutal 
social policy whereby old people are 
placed at the whim of ill thought out 


agreed that although 
there is no reliable 
evidence against me, | 
should still remain in 
prison. 

| am asking for your 


Who has got real 
power? 

MANY PEOPLE | have 
come across still carry 
the concept in their head 
that people in “positions 


zB | 


i — i 
Protesting at powerful 


policies. 

These are overseen by anew form 
of social services chief officer 
bureaucrat whose goals are not 
“social care” as such but a form of 
“bureaucratic and economic 
violence” known as Best Value. 


organisations to stop the 
rationalisation of public sector care 
homes for older people. 

Research produced by RAGE in 
2001 revealed that up to 450 care 
homes and day centres were threatened 


public services. 

After the brief spell of court 
victories, recent judgements have gone 
against residents, and two cases are 
now earmarked for the European Court 
of Human Rights. 

RAGE are aware of 70 deaths 


support in my fight 
against injustice. 

lam at Springhill 
prison, Grendon 
Underwood, near 
Aylesbury, Bucks HP18 


It’s high time our Unison 
nion consciously encouraged 
he spread of the mood. We 
hould have a campaign across 
ritain that gets claims in fora 
iving wage everywhere, 


of power” are somehow 
superior to members of 
the public. 

| was surprised to find 
this attitude amongst 


emands a return to full NHS 
onditions and tries to drive 
he privatisers out of the NHS. 
Diana Swingler 
Homerton University Hos pital 
Unison chair 
(personal capacity) 


by either closure, privatisation or 


transfer/partnership. 


This would affect 15,000 residents 


and 13,000 staff. 


For residents, it may even lead to 


death. 


For staff it may lead to worse 


Where now after 
referendum in Italy? 


THE NUMBER of people 
voting in the Italian 
referendum which would 
have allowed the extension 
of workers’ rights did not 
reach the required amount of 
50 percent plus one of the 
electorate. 

There were 12,188,917 
voters, which was 25.5 
percent. Some 86.7 percent of 
these were in favour of the 
extension of workers’ rights 
and only 13.3 percent against. 

The national secretary of 
Rifondazione Comunista, 
Fausto Bertinotti, said, “We 
have lost. The injustice for 
some workers remains. Yet 
we must understand the 
reasons for this defeat.” 

Some 90 percent of the 
political parties in parliament, 
the mass media and 
Confindustria (the 
association of the Italian 
corporations) engaged in an 


active boycott. 

But this is not enough to 
explain the root of the failure. 

One of the reasons rests in 
the inability to transform a just 
battle into a common feeling, 
in the same way as the peace 
movement was able to do 
against the war in lraq. 

Today our duty is to build a 
barrier against neo- 
liberalism, and against the 
shattering of people’s rights 
with the support of those 11 
million voters. 

For these reasons 
Rifondazione Comunista in 
Britain and the “Comitato per 
il Si’ in the referendum have 
decided not to dissolve but to 
work even harder in the battle 
for the defence and extension 
of labourers’ rights in Italy, as 
well as Britain. 

Enrico Mandelstam 
Partito della Rifondazione 
Comunista UK branch 


nationally, but that is probably a 
conservative estimate. 

On top of this the Legal Services 
Commission are refusing to adequately 
fund residents’ cases. Justice is far 
harder to achieve in these cases, 


Get stuck into 
new movement 


THE MOVEMENT that 
erupted in opposition to the 
war is not going away. 

In east Kent we saw 
demonstrations and 
protests in towns and 
villages more used to the 
summer fair. 

People in the retirement 
village of Birchington cast 
nearly 600 votes in the 
parish elections for Stop the 
War candidates, and two 
weeks ago saw a packed 
meeting for George 
Galloway in nearby 
Whitstable. 

The meeting’s size, anger 
and solidarity for George, 
and the asylum seekers 
who spoke, shocked local 
New Labour people who 
tried desperately to stop the 
meeting taking place. 

At the same time we see 


elderly people being evicted 
from care homes in the area 
and asylum seekers have 
been on hunger strike 
against Blunkett’s latest 
measures. 

Now jailed landlord 
Nicholas van Hoogstraten 
plans to house refugees in 
prison hulks off the Kent 
coast! 

Those of us who have 
been around a while must 
also see that things have 
changed. 

Socialist Worker is 
playing a brilliant role in 
providing a space for 
debating the way forward 
for the movement. 

We are on new terrain 
and we must throw away 
the old maps. 

Jon Flaig 
Margate 


For further information on RAGE, 
including contacts, see 
http://www.RAGEnational.com 
Mark Oley 
National Citizens Advocate, 
Birmingham 


United to 
Stop BNP 


THE UNITY marches on 28 
June must be well supported 
to have an impact on the Nazi 
British National Party (BNP). 

The electoral threat of the 
BNP in the Black Country is 
extremely alarming. 

In May’s elections the BNP 
got three councillors elected 
in the Black Country and 
came second in several 
wards where they had never 
stood before. 

The BNP are gaining votes 
with their soft electoral image 
and scapegoating of refugees. 

If we don’t want to see the 
BNP grow into a national 
force it is vital that the whole 
of the labour, trade union and 
anti-war movement, including 
Socialist Worker, unites 
against them. 

Tony Barnsley 

Sandwell Unison joint 
assistant branch secretary 
(personal capacity) 


OTL. 
Ishtiag Anmed 


PFI project 
smells bad 


A GROUP of 50 local 
residents from Leith, 
Edinburgh, marched two 
weeks ago in protest 
against continuing air 
pollution from Seafield 
sewage works. 

This was one of 


people who had 
previously lain in the 
road to block traffic 
during anti-war 
demonstrations. 

People in government 
are no more important or 
intelligent than anyone 
else. 

They are supposed to 
be servants of the 
population, not masters 
of it. 

Socialist Worker reader 


obituary 
Ros Gardner 


IT IS with great sadness 
that we learnt of the death 
of Ros Gardner, who had 
been suffering from a long 
term illness. 

She will be remembered 
by many comrades in 
London, Bournemouth and 
Southampton. 

She was a very 
committed member of the 
SWP and was an inspiring 
speaker. She was 
particularly active during 
the miners’ strike and 
helped collect large 
amounts of money to keep 
Shirebrook, Derbyshire 


miners going. 

In more recent years 
she was a great 
campaigner for the Anti 
Nazi League, and defied 
the TUC stewards at 
Tolpuddle by going round 
the enclosure with her 
bucket and stickers. 

She was a very warm 
person and will be sadly 
missed by her family and 
friends. We send our 
condolences to Bob and 
children Graham, Sarah, 
Esther and Sam, and 
grandchildren. 
Southampton SWP 
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United on the picket line outside the Royal Bolton Hospital this week 


Fighting spirit: nursery nurses in Tower Hamlets 


Picture: 


Jess Hurd www.reportdigital.co.uk 
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{We'll fight 


until we get 
ving wage 


Private contractors pay Just £4.47 an hour to 
staff who clean NHS operating theatres 


LOW PAID workers at the Royal 
Bolton hospital are the latest 
group of NHS staff to strike 
against private NHS contractors. 

The 150 workers are employed 
by ISS Mediclean, one of the 
largest private cleaning firms in 
Britain. The ISS group raked in 
£200 million profit last year. 

Domestics (cleaning staff) get 
£4.47 an hour, with porters getting 
£4.61. They are demanding £5 and 
£5.60 respectively. 

Many of them have to work 
long and unsociable hours to make 
ends meet. 

Jean Pollit has spent 25 years 
working at the hospital. She said, 
“Tt’s ridiculous for a Labour gov- 
ernment to be in but for people to 
have to survive on benefits to keep 
them at work. 

“Wouldn’t it be more sensible 
to pay them a living wage? 

“T survive through tax credits. 
But it seems to be just a way of en- 
ticing people out to work on a low 
wage.” 

The workers balloted for strike 
action after ISS refused to negoti- 
ate. In the six months it took ISS to 
respond to the pay claim, Unison 
membership went from 20 to 150. 

Andy Gill, Unison regional or- 
ganiser, told Socialist Worker, 
“The staff here were close to 
breaking point. But once they dis- 
covered they weren’t alone it gave 
them an extra boost. 

“Learning about other people’s 
experiences fighting for pay and 
conditions gave them a feeling that 


Nursery nurses are in revolt 


TOWER HAMLETS 


SCOTLAND 


“WE NEED to cause a rattle!” 

Striking nursery nurse 
Shaheda Patel summed up the 
spirit of the battle which has 
pitched her and over 100 of her 
colleagues against the New 
Labour council in east London’s 
Tower Hamlets. 

The strikers planned a mass 
protest at the town hall on Friday 
this week, backed by parents, 
children, and local trade unionists. 

The nursery nurses, members 
of the Unison union, have been on 
all-out indefinite strike for the last 
two weeks. 

The council put the workers 
through a review. It concluded the 
nursery nurses should get a pay 
rise. 

But the council then tried to claw 
back some of the rise by changing 
the workers from being employed 
all year to term time only. 

The council also wanted the 
workers to do extra hours each 
week. 

Outraged at this treatment, the 
nursery nurses voted by 97 percent 
to walk out on strike indefinitely. 

“The support from parents has 
been phenomenal,” says Satnam 


Sokhla, who works at John Scurr 
nursery and is on the nursery 
nurses’ strike committee. “They 
value what we do.” 

Jackie Turner, a parent at Harry 
Roberts nursery, says, “The 
nursery nurses do a fantastic job 
and are very undervalued. All the 
parents at our nursery support 
them. 

“We held a parents’ rally in the 
park opposite our nursery the day 
the strike started, and again last 
Friday. 

“This week we and our 
children will be joining the 
nursery nurses on the protest at 
the town hall.” 

A strikers’ rally last week also 
saw a delegation of local PCS civil 
servants’ union members attend in 
solidarity. 

PCS branch chair Oliur 
Rahman told the rally, “Our 
management also want us to work 
longer hours for the same pay and 
with fewer staff. 

“The government found £3.5 
billion to spend on the war in Iraq. 
They should spend the money 
giving decent pay to public service 
workers.” 


AROUND 5,000 nursery nurses 
struck across Scotland on 
Tuesday and around 3,000 
surged through the streets of 
Glasgow on a demonstration. It 
was a brilliant and lively protest 
against low pay and the latest 
step in a campaign that began in 
May. 

There were Unison banners 
from Dundee, Fife, Ayrshire, 
Highlands and other areas as low 
paid workers came out to show 
their strength in the continuing 
fight for regrading, decent pay 
and recognition for their work. 

The atmosphere on the march 
was fantastic, as young women, 
waving homemade placards and 
banners and blowing whistles, 
encouraged motorists to toot their 
horns to show their support. 

Isobel Sweeney, a nursery 
nurse from North Ayrshire, told 
Socialist Worker, “The nurseries 
close on Friday for the summer, 
but that’s not the end of our fight. 

“Tf the employers won’t meet 
our demands, we’ ll be 
continuing our work to rule and 
we’ ll be back out on the streets in 
August. 


“We’ ve got the support of the 
majority of parents and they will 
back our fight.” 

“The thing that annoys 
everyone the most is the 
hypocrisy,” she continued. 

“They spend millions of 
pounds on the Scottish 
parliament, and every time the 
cost goes up, they find the money 
for it. Yet they won’t even 
consider our pay claim or the 
future of Scottish kids.” 

Dave Anderson, Unison 
president, said at the rally, 
“Remember, solidarity doesn’t 
stop at Hadrian’s Wall. Lots of 
people from outside Scotland 
will support us. We should be 
going on speaking tours across 
Britain, and encouraging 
workers from other areas to visit 
us.” 

Nursery nurses start on just 
£200 a week and even when they 
reach the top end of the scale they 
get just £280 a week. 

Nicola Owen 

For details of where to send 
messages of support, and to 
request speakers, go to 
www.unison-s cotland.org.uk 
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they were fighting a just cause.” 

Mike Phillips, a porter at the 
Royal Bolton, said, “ISS told us 
they didn’t pay anyone else more 
than us so there was no reason to 
increase our wages. 

“They must have thought we 
were stupid or at the very best not 
organised and that we hadn’t 
checked for ourselves around the 
country. 

“ISS were advertising for staff 
in South Manchester offering £5 
an hour.” 

The porters and domestics at the 
Royal Bolton know about disputes 
against ISS in Hairmyres, Oxford, 
Norwich, Swansea, Greenock and 
Liverpool. 

“They fought against their em- 
ployers and won,” said Mike. 

Tom Hanley, president of Bolton 
TUC, who was also on the picket 
line, said “Profit is made by cutting 
wages and working conditions— 
that’s how privatisation operates. 


Picture: Andrew McCo' 


And this is a classic case. 

“These workers are more cru- 
cial than most. The domestics 
clean the operating theatres which 
is obviously crucial. They are 
asked to do more and more but are 
not given any more time to com- 
plete their work.” 

The strike is not just about pay. 
> Domestics who used to get seven 
and a half hours to clean a ward 
now only get five and a quarter 
hours. 

Two people used to clean a 
ward but now it’s usually just one. 
Often there aren’t enough cloths or 
mops. 

Porters carry around tonnes of 
equipment, blood, X-ray equip- 
ment, computers, beds and cancer- 
ous waste material. 

The food trolleys they transport 
around the hospital weigh 52 stone 
and one porter has broken his wrist 
twice moving one. 

But despite all this they are ded- 
icated to their jobs and the hospital 
is renowned for being one of the 
cleanest in the country. 

John Walker, a porter who has 
been working at the Royal Bolton 
for 12 years, said, “The job is 
lovely. You see different people 
every day. You have to have a nice 
personality to talk to the patients. 
It’s just the pay and conditions that 
get us down.” 

After this week’s three-day 
strike, Royal Bolton workers are 
ready to strike on Monday, Tues- 
day and Wednesday of next week. 
Kate Coyne 


Connect the battles 


@WORKERS AT Whipps 
Cross Hospital in east 
London struck for three 
days last week, also 
against ISS Mediclean. 

Like workers in Bolton 
they are sick of struggling 
to make a living and of 
“being treated like 
animals”. 

@IN NORTH Lincolnshire 
health workers at three 
hospitals, in Scunthorpe, 
Grimsby and Goole, are on 
an eight-day strike—on 
alternate days. 

The current action ends 
this Saturday. 

They are employed by 
Carillion. 

The company has been 
trying to beat the strike by 
shipping in agency 
workers from around the 
country. 

But despite the pressure 
the strikers threw out 
another “crap offer from 
Crapillion” last week. 

These disputes give a 
sense of bitterness and 
injustice that low paid 
workers in both the private 
and public sector across 


Britain feel. 

They also show the 
potential for a much bigger 
assault both on low pay 
and against the privateers 
dominating the NHS. 

The union leaders 
should be campaigning for 
this. 


Back the strikes 


Messages of support, 
donations, requests for 
speakers: 

Bolton 

Unison Health Fund, Royal 
Bolton Hospital, BL4 OJR. 
Tower Hamlets 

Unison, York Hall, Old 
Ford Road, London E2 
9LN. Phone 020 8983 0637. 
Scunthorpe 

c/o J Koper, 44 Cliff 
Garden, Scunthorpe DN15. 
Cheques payable to 
Scunthorpe Health Branch 
Hardship Fund. 

Whipps Cross 

Unison Office, Whipps 
Cross Hospital, 
Leytonstone, London E11 
1NR. Cheques payable to 
Unison ISS Whipps Cross 
Hardship Fund. 
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Textile workers in Bombay are fighting for jobs 
and dignity. Their struggle is uniting workers. 
Meena Menon is one of their leaders and a 
prominent anti-globalisation figure. She spoke 
to Socialist Worker 


KEY FACTS 


BOM BAY (now Mumbai) 
Population 14 to 15 million 


‘ 


POLITICAL PARTIES 

BJ P (Bharatiya J anata Party) 

ultra right wing, anti-Muslim party 
that dominates India’s governing 
coalition. Priorities include 
privatisation and attracting foreign 
investment 


Shiv Sena 

Mostanti-Muslim group in 
Bombay. Organiser of many 
murderous assaults on Muslims 


Congress Party 

formed out of Indian 
independence movement— now 
commited to neo-iberalism. Until 
recently, the party that usually 
governed India 


Communist Party (Marxist) 
Large workers’ party which has led 
coalition governments insome 
Indian states. Commited to reform 
rather than revolution 


IB) AVA ISY LO) S} 
Communalism 
Indian term associated with 
violence between Hindus and 
Muslims. In 1993 Bombay 
communal riots led to 872 deaths. 
Last year in Indian state of Gujarat 
more than 2,000 Muslims were 
burnt, killed orraped. 

Muslims are a large minorityin 
India but are often excluded from 
postions of influence 


Caste 

Ancient hierachy which places 
Hindus in order of importance. 
Today can affect your chances of 
employment and marriage 


HE TEXTILE workers are 

like the coal miners in 

Britain, to make a compari- 

son. They are a very old sec- 

tion of the working class 
and have a long history going back to 
the mid- 19th century. They have been 
involved in many struggles and 
formed the backbone of the city for 
many years. 

In recent years not only have the 
mills been closing, but the entire 
working class belt built around the 
mills is affected. We have been 
working around that area with the 
textile union and a residents’ organ- 
isation fighting on housing rights. 

The fight is about jobs. It is about 
housing, It is also about urban plan- 
ning and about how space is used. 
Space is not available to the poor, so 
people are getting marginalised, 
being sent out of the city, told the city 
no longer has space for them. 

The reason why I started working 
on issues of globalisation is that they 
are real day to day issues as far as 
workers in India today are con- 
cerned. The textile industry got 
globalised long ago. 

The industry is getting smashed 
as mills are closing down. A lot is 
still being produced, but it is being 
pushed into the informal and unor- 
ganised sector where if you form a 
union, you get beaten up. 

It is as simple as that. 

The only thing Third World 
countries can hold on to is the fact 
that labour is cheap. So they try to 
make it more and more competitive 
by pushing conditions down. 

The big mills are shutting down 
and in the little power loom towns 
where the cloth gets produced they 
work 12 hours a day. 

The ten-hour day was one of the 
textile workers’ first battles. After 
independence the eight-hour day 
became law. 

Now you have workers on these 
power looms in small workplaces 
working 12 hours. No labour legis- 
lation is implemented. These are 
things in the day to day lives of 
people. You can see how globalisa- 
tion actually works. 

This is not an issue on which a 
few people can fight by themselves. 


The textile workers alone can’t fight 
globalisation. So we saw the need to 
build wider unity, not just of textile 
workers and not just of workers. 

A political battle should involve 
groups like students and farmers 
fighting against globalisation. 

It’s not enough to fight locally. 
It’s not that the fight against local or 
indigenous capital stops, as if they 
are all sainted and that they are not 
oppressive any more. 

The workers are forced to fight at 
two levels. In the small companies 
you are forced to fight for labour 
legislation and to keep wages up. 
And on the other hand you have to 
fight this other battle, which is with 
the bigger monster. 


There was a yearlong textile 
strike in 1982-3. What effect 
did that have? 

The strike was led by an indepen- 
dent trade unionist. It lasted a year. 
But the industry was already in 
crisis and it became clear the strike 
would fail. The most militant sec- 
tion of workers was left outside the 
mills. Out of 250,000 workers, 
15,000 did not get their jobs back. 

Today, the mills are no longer 
really functioning and there are only 
about 30,000 mill workers left. 

We fought relentlessly for ten 
years. First we fought for the mills to 
be reopened. We did succeed with 
seven mills that had closed after the 
1982 strike, but the government com- 
pensated the mill owners by remov- 
ing a ban on the sale of mill land. 

The area has 1.3 million people 
living there. It has become prime real 
estate. 

We decided to shift our approach. 
We said the land from this 150 year 
old industry is going to be sold. The 
owners have already had a more than 
reasonable return on their investment. 
So we demanded that 50 percent of 
the land should be for workers’ hous- 
ing and for the creation of jobs. 

We used a combination of meth- 
ods. We did a “gherao” (blockading 
with our bodies) the owners of some 
of the mills. We demonstrated at their 
homes. We took over a couple of 
mills. We barricaded ourselves inside 
and would not allow the police in. 


Each one of us has 22 criminal 


cases against us. 

One occupation was for several 
months. We decided to try to run 
the mill, but it was not possible. 
You need capital even to pay for 
the electricity and we did not have 
the people, the energy and the 
wherewithal to mobilise the whole 
city. 

There were some very powerful 
mobilisations on the street. We at- 
tacked the government because we 
felt there was no point in attacking 
each owner one by one. 

The press was very positive. So 
were sections of the police, because 
mill workers are very closely related 
to policemen and they did not like 
to beat up mill workers. 

There was a feeling in the city 
that the mill workers built the city 
and now they were being thrown out 
and left to starve. 

We did many actions like shut- 
ting the roads down—once we shut 
six roads and brought the whole city 
to a halt. Two or three thousand 
people were involved in that. We 
built very broad alliances with all 
kinds of other trade unions. 

I remember one action about six 
years ago. We were very badly beaten 
up. Even the Congress trade union, 
which is really a management union, 
said what happened to us was wrong. 

It was 9 August—Quit India Day, 
a very important day of commemo- 
ration of the freedom movement. 
Workers decided they would say, 
“They have even taken the clothes 
off our backs”, so they marched in 
their underwear. 

The government said, “You are in- 
sulting the memory of Gandhi” and 
stuff like that. They told the workers to 


‘We shut six 


roads and 


brought the 


whole citytoa 


halt’ 


Children living in shanty housing by the sea, with the affluent district of Bandra of Bombay behind 


disperse and the police beat the work- 
ers. Their backs were bleeding be- 
cause they were not wearing anything. 

It was like a seesaw battle, some- 
times in the favour of the govern- 
ment, sometimes in our favour. It 
was basically a battle for survival of 
a very old section of the working 
class. Finally the chief minister had 
to discuss legislation. We did not 
win everything, but we did win that 
17 percent of the land should be 
used for workers’ housing. 


Bombay is the home of the far 
right, anti-Muslim Shiv Sena 
party led by Bal Thackeray. The 
area witnessed horrific 
communal riots ten years ago in 
which hundreds of Muslims 
were murdered. How does your 
work relate to this? 

The area we work in is the birthplace 
of Shiv Sena. But they did not start 
with those Hindu chauvinist slogans. 

They started with issues of jobs, 
because they were organising in a 
working class area and they needed 
to mobilise workers. 

The Sena argued that local 
people are not getting jobs because 
the jobs are all going to people who 
are outsiders. They mobilised local 
youth who had been educated and 
were looking for jobs when there 
were no jobs to be had. 

At that point it became a mass 
movement with branches in every 
street. Then they started to move 
against the Communists, and they 
even murdered one popular local sit- 
ting legislator. Then the party was 
Hindu chauvinist, right wing, anti- 
Communist, and this agenda took 
over in the area. 

We were forced in the beginning 
to share platforms with Shiv Sena on 


workers’ issues because they would 
always try to project themselves as 
pro-worker, pro-poor and anti-out- 
sider and anti-rich. 

But mill workers did not really go 
over to the side of the Shiv Sena. In 
1982 it was the Sena who first went 
to the gates and started to talk about 
wages. But they did not have the 
guts to go on strike. They pulled 
back and the workers stoned them 
when they went to the gates. They 
did not talk about textile workers 
after that, even though they still 
have a politically significant profile. 


Do you face Hindu-Muslim 
antagonisms among the 
workers? 

The mill area is adjacent to the 
Muslim area. The mill workers are 
mostly middle caste Hindus, and 
there are very few Muslims. 

During the 1993 riots there was a 
lot of violence in this area. An el- 
derly Muslim guy was passing and 
suddenly a group of young people 
came, dowsed him with petrol and 
lit him up. This kind of mindless, 
horrifying violence was happening. 

But it is also true that in other 
areas where the young boys were 
doing this, mill workers came out 
and said, “Don’t do this”. They tried 
to reason with them, but they did not 
succeed. 

In the mills where there were 
Muslim workers, mill workers pro- 
tected them. The rioters knew every 
mill where there was a Muslim 
worker. They would stand outside the 
mill and say, “Send that guy out”. The 
workers would say, “He’s not here,” 
and would save the Muslim workers. 

At another time, we had gone 
inside a mill and were having these 
arguments with this guy who said, 


“T’ve killed nine people.” We were 
not known in the mill. There was 
just me and another woman. It was a 
Shiv Sena mill. The other workers 
surrounded us and said “Are you 
Muslims?” 

I was wearing a bindi (a Hindu 
mark on the forehead) that day. But 
my colleague was not and they were 
looking at her. That was a frighten- 
ing moment. You never think of 
workers like that. You think that 
they are workers and if you talk to 
them they will understand. 

At another meeting with them we 
talked about this and we said, “Where 
does this come from? How does this 
become part of our culture?” And 
they said, “You do not understand our 
culture. Our culture is Hindu.” 

So we had this huge argument. 
But three months down the line they 
said, “You know, you were right. 
This is not part of our culture.” 

Many progressive people asked 
afterwards, “Why did you not turn 
people who had committed violence 
over to the police?” 

We discussed it and we felt that 
if we did it would not help in the 
long run. We would have been 
known as informers. We would have 
been completely divided from the 
people. We wanted to build up con- 
fidence in the area that in the long 
term it would be able to stop this 
sort of chauvinism and violence. 

So we shut up and worked quietly 
with groups. Three years down the 
line mill workers were marching and 
chanting, “Thackeray, Hai, Hai” 
about Bal Thackeray, the leader of 
the Sena. “Hai, Hai” is what you say 
when people die. 

The fact that mill workers were 
shouting that slogan was a shock for 
the Sena. 
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That is how we count success. 

I’m part of the left. But I’ ve found 
the left does not have that kind of in- 
clusive agenda of working among 
people, of building up confidence. It 
is not just sloganeering. You have to 
have tactics. Otherwise we are not 
going to win. And you have to win. 
We can’t be martyrs all the time. 

These people are workers and 
they are poor. They are margin- 
alised. If we are working with them, 
the point is to be able to unite and 
make that effective and political. 

Why are we all in the movement? 
Because we have a vision, we see 
another world. Why should we 
expect it to be different for other 
people—do we think that it is only 
for us, and not for them? And if they 
are not fired up by that vision, they 
will not fight for anything. 

If we can inspire people, they will 
say, “Yes, we can fight and we do not 
have to look to the BJP or the Sena 
for the answers.” 

We work with the World 
Social Forum because the 
slogan “Another worldis 
possible” is one we want 
to make concrete. The 
forum is going to be from 
16 to 21 January in 
Bombay. 

We feel the bond be- 
tween the movements of 
the North and the South is 
very important. The anti-war move- 
ments here have inspired us. 

The London demonstration on 
15 February was reported very 
widely and everybody in polit- 
ical circles in India and Asia 
knows about it. 

People who are involved in the 
various battles also have to be 


thinking—a systematic alternative. 
Some people might call it revolu- 
tion—some call it socialism. 

There is room for people who are 
fighting for the same things but 
don’t call it by the same name. 

I would call upon people here, the 

organisations with which you are as- 
sociated, and the people who read 
your paper—come to India to the 
World Social Forum. 
Meena Menon is the vice-president 
of the Bombay textile workers’ union 
and an organiser of the World Social 
Forum 
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Does this revolution 


go far enough? 


Alex Callinicos, author of An Anti-Capitalist 
Manifesto, welcomes George Monbiot’s call 
for a global democratic revolution but wants 
changes that go deeper 


ANYONE INVOLVED in the 
anti-capitalist movement can 
only welcome the call that 
George Monbiot makes in his 
interview in Socialist Worker 
last week and in his new book 
The Age of Consent for “a 
global democratic revolution”. 

Monbiot unflinchingly targets 
what he calls “the global 
dictatorship of vested 
interests”. 

More than that, he seeks to 
take the debate inside the 
movement forward by setting 
out a vision of the alternative to 
the current tyranny of the big 
corporations. 

“There is no future ina 
movement that does nothave a 
programme,” Monbiot told 
Socialist Worker. “Until we set 
the agenda we have no 
possibility of creating positive 
change.” 

His programme rightly 
rejects the idea, supported by 
many activists influenced by 
Green or autonomist 
approaches, that the answer is 
to trade and produce locally. 

Monbiot argues powerfully 
that “localisation” would simply 
perpetuate the global 
inequalities that trap the poor 
countries in producing raw 
materials for the rich. 

He contends that the 
problem isn’t too much but too 
little globalisation. 

The so called institutions of 
“global governance”, such as 
the United Nations and the 
International Monetary Fund, 
are dominated by national 
states in general, and by the 
United States in particular. 

Hence Monbiot’s solution is 
to extend democracy from the 
national to the global level. 

His programme comprises 
four changes—creating a 
directly elected world 
parliament, making the UN 
General Assembly more 
representative, setting up an 
International Clearing Union, 
and instituting a global system 
of fair trade. 

These last two measures, 
Monbiot concedes towards the 
end of his book, are the most 
urgent. He wants poor countries 
tobe able to build up their 
industries protected from 
competition by the great 
multinational corporations of 


the North. 

He draws on an idea 
originally proposed by Maynard 
Keynes during the Second 
World War of an International 
Clearing Union. 

He believes such a body 
would end the current situation 
where poor countries are 
trapped in cycles of increasing 
debt while more and more 
wealth cascades into the lap of 
the rich countries. 

Reforming international 
trade and finance will, in other 
words, permit a global 
redistribution of wealth and 
power. 

But are trade and finance the 
root of the problem? 

Appalling and growing 
inequalities divide rich and poor 
throughout the world. 

But what drives this process 
is not trade, but the investments 
that allocate resources for 
economic purposes. Currently 
the bulk of investment is 
controlled by a few hundred 
multinational corporations who 
concentrate largely on the rich 
countries. 

Hardly any countries in the 
South, apart from China, 
receive significant foreign direct 
investment. They are the 
victims of what the sociologist 
Michael Mann has called 
“ostracising imperialism’— 
effectively excluded from the 
global production system. 

The investment decisions of 
the big corporations do not 
involve the rational allocation of 
resources to meet human 
needs. They are driven bya 
blind process of competition in 
which firms vie to grab a larger 
share of markets and profits 


Would a revolution face armed 
resistance? 


than their rivals. 

This leads to what Marxist 
economists call “over- 
accumulation”. Resources are 
wasted in investment projects 
that have to be abandoned 
because they will never make a 
profit. During the boom of the 
1990s, 39 million miles of fibre- 
optic cable were laid in the US, 
enough to span the globe 1566 
times. 

Itis this process of 
competitive accumulation that 
leads to the cycle of boom and 
slump that runs throughout the 
history of capitalism. 

Tinkering around with 
international trade and the 
payments system doesn’t really 
address this destructive logic. 

The solution lies in a planned 
economy, where networks of 
democratically organised 
producers and consumers 
collectively control the world’s 
resources and decide how to 
use them. 

Versions of such an 
alternative are sketched out by 
Michael Albert in his new book 
Parecon andin my An Anti- 
Capitalist Manifesto. 

Inasense, Monbiot 
acknowledges the limitations of 
his programme. He refers to the 
“paradox” that his proposals 
“may permit us, through the 
deployment of a modified 
species of capitalism, to create 
the conditions in which 
capitalism can be destroyed”. 

Though Monbiot wants a 
peaceful revolution he predicts 
that it may face “armed force”. 
But then he must face the 
objection he makes to George 
Soros, who advocates 
reforming the IMF and the 
World Bank. 

If we won even these 
changes, “we would then have 
forced the world’s only 
superpower to have 
volunteered to surrender its 
hegemonic status. If that is 
possible anything is.” So, he 
asks, why settle for the “puny” 
reforms proposed by Soros? 

But the same logic applies to 
Monbiot as well. If we can 
override the resistance of the 
American ruling class, why stop 
at an International Clearance 
Union? 

Instead of going for “a 
modified species of capitalism”, 
why nottry to get rid of 
capitalism altogether? 

George Monbiot is right to 
advocate a “global democratic 
revolution”. The trouble is that 
his conception of sucha 
revolution doesn’t go anything 
like deep or far enough. 
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THE FUTURE OF THE MOVEMENT — 
ay eat A a a NGI saben eat 


ILLY HAYES, general sec- 
retary of the Commu- 
nication Workers Union 
(CWU), spoke to Social- 
ist Worker as part of our 
series on the future for the left. 


How do you assess the growth of 
the anti-war movement and the 
opportunities for the left? 

History is not dead. It’s very much alive. 

The anti-war movement changed 
British politics and produced a new gen- 
eration of activists. 

It’s issues like this that make people 
want to get involved in socialist and cam- 
paigning activity. 

I could see that the members of our 
union who came on those protests were 
certainly not just the seasoned activists. 

There’s a new level of activity in both 
the anti-war movement and the anti- 
globalisation movement. 

The movement for peace and the 
movement for global social justice have 
become almost interchangeable. 

The level of trade union involvement 
in the anti-war movement was at a much 
higher level compared to even the Viet- 
nam War, let alone the other wars under 
Thatcher and the present government. 


How can we build on those 
successes? 

We should now be deepening and devel- 
oping the structures of the movement 
that were built during the war. One task 
is to work to end the occupation of Iraq 
and to achieve just peace in the Middle 
East. 

Certainly there’s a possibility of fur- 
ther linking up to an anti-globalisation 
and anti-imperialist movement. 

We need some kind of political pro- 
gramme that we can all agree on. 

The proposals in George Monbiot’s 
new book are interesting because they 
raise the sort of debates we need about a 
programme that a broad range of people 
are happy to sign up to. We need imagi- 
nation and flexibility. 

It is possible to hold together a broad 
movement but the left has traditionally 
been expert in not holding things to- 
gether. That’s true whether it is the So- 
cialist Alliance or the left inside the 
Labour Party. 

We have our high points but then we 
fracture and split. 

I’m quite happy to work with people 
inside and outside the Labour Party on 
specific projects. That’s practical and 
good politics and we’ve done that in the 
past, even if only for short periods. It’s 
possible in the future. 

All of this is urgent because there is 
now areal fragility about Blair. This can 
be a very fruitful time for the left. 

The issue of weapons of mass de- 
struction will haunt this government. 
There is perhaps a bit of a parallel with 
Suez in 1956. Prime minister Eden didn’t 
go immediately after Suez, but the issue 
became a fault line which defined every- 
thing else. 

New Labour now also seems to be at 

the stage where 
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once one thing goes wrong then every- 
thing seems to go wrong. 


Some people think that it’s the 
time to create a left alternative 
outside the Labour Party. What’s 
your view? 

I am strongly of the belief that the job of 
socialists is to reclaim the Labour Party 
and to win it back to policies that reflect 
the agenda of trade unions and working 
people. I don’t believe that anything else 
is viable. 

We’ ve seen in Wales that Labour can 
have a more left wing set of policies and 
that this “clear red water’”—no founda- 
tion hospitals, no SATs tests, free pre- 
scriptions, free travel for pensioners and 
the disabled—is popular with the voters. 

Of course I recognise the limitations 
of what Rhodri Morgan has done, but it’s 
certainly an improvement on what has 
come from the government. 

The CWU has been directly involved 
in helping that to come about in Wales. 
Why can’t we win these policies more 
widely? 

The weakness of Blairism today 
shows there is the chance for change if 
trade unionists play their part in shaping 
the sort of Labour Party we need. 

I can understand people like George 
Galloway feeling political and personal 
frustration about the way they have been 
treated. The CWU conference called for 
his suspension to be lifted. 

But none of these issues are a reason 


to walk away from Labour. 

You have to recognise that most 
working class people, at least those who 
are politically interested, see Labour as in 
some sense their party. 

With all due respect, the successes of 
people outside Labour have been limited, 
very limited. It is not easy to create a 
mass party. 

People who are outside the Labour 
Party on the left should take note that the 
pressure to break the link is coming very 
strongly from the other side through the 
issue of state funding. 

That would shatter the link between 
the unions and Labour and snuff out the 
very important idea of linking together 
the economic issues with the political 
voice. 

It’s not tenable to think that the unions 
can simply disaffiliate from Labour and 
then affiliate to another social democratic 
or socialist party. 

Instead of questioning the link I think 
the real issue is to defend the link but also 
to make it work much better. 

We can win democratic changes 
within the Labour Party. 

The Unison union have said the pre- 
sent way inner-party democracy is or- 
ganised is not workable and they want to 
change it. 

I imagine that will also be the view of 
the CWU and other important unions. 

If you listen to Dave Prentis and Tony 
Woodley and Derek Simpson then you 
can see the chance for the unions to get 


involved in some coordination to press 
their policy agenda. 

We want joined-up thinking so that 
the trade union group on the NEC reflect 
trade unionists’ views. 

If the unions had been at one pressing 
for George Galloway’s readmission then 
they could have caused a real stir. 

It is true that a lot of constituency par- 
ties are virtually shells so there’s the op- 
portunity for trade unionists to become 
involved and play a part. 

The left in the party is going through 
a hard time. 

But we’ve been here before in terms 
of the party. Remember when Labour 
prime minister Ramsay MacDonald 
formed a government with the Tories in 
1931. 

At that time the unions played a key 
role in winning the party back to being a 
successful Labour Party that was capable 
of delivering the reforms of 1945. 

There’s no reason why we can’t get it 
back again. 

But I recognise that not everyone is of 
my view and I want to stress that both in 
the union movement and the wider polit- 
ical arena it is central to work together on 
initiatives in a non-sectarian way, in a 
united front. 


What is happening in the unions 
at the moment? 
The election of left wing leaders in the 
unions is part of a wider process. 

The members of the political class are 


more and more out of touch. So are sec- 
tions of the trade union movement. 

Workers are reacting against what 
Larry Elliott calls the “age of insecurity”. 

They want more job security, more reg- 
ulations to limit what companies can do. 

No candidate for office now says they 
support the Blair project—it would be the 
kiss of death. That really tells you about 
the mood in the unions. 


One of the tests for the 
“awkward squad” and, in 
particular, for Andy Gilchrist, was 
the firefighters’ strike. How do 
you assess the outcome? 

I think it shows the need for an overall 
political agenda and united action. 

I haven’t yet been able to study the 
full details of the settlement, but I’d say 
it’s not a defeat. There is a significant 
wage rise, although there are clearly 
issues about “modernisation”. 

The battle is not yet over. There is a 
further round to come over local station 
closures, jobs and cutbacks in the service. 

The TUC must be part of those bat- 
tles to defend the fire service. Certainly 
the CWU is prepared to take part in al- 
liances at a local level to defend stations 
and services. 

The strike showed it’s not enough just 
to rely on Labour ministers to deliver a 
fair settlement. You have to know who 
your friends are. 

I'd like to see the TUC play a much 
more active and mobilising role. 

Remember the TUC unanimously 
backed the firefighters and unanimously, 
twice, found the case for war unproven. 

But it didn’t lead to action. It was a 
mistake for the TUC not to take part in 
the anti-war protests. 

Perhaps TUC leaders feared cutting 
themselves off from union members. In 
fact they were cutting themselves off by 
NOT taking part. 

If 65 percent or so of the population 
were against the war then at least that per- 
centage of union members, perhaps more, 
were against. 

I was in Germany just before the start 
of the war during the European TUC 
action and Deutsche Post workers 
stopped for 15 minutes as part of a protest 
against war. We could have done that 
here. 

Sections of the TUC are on yester- 
day’s agenda. As trade unionists from the 
left we have to raise political issues but 
also deliver on what might be called the 
day to day questions. 

I think we’ve done that by, for exam- 
ple, stopping the outsourcing of cash han- 
dling in the Post Office after a strike vote 
by our members. 

We can also show the connections be- 
tween the general issue of globalisation 
and what neo-liberalism means for the 
workforce in telecoms and the Post 
Office. 

The issue of BT jobs going to India is 
one example. Another is the way regula- 
tors are being introduced in the public 
sector. 

We have to both fight the BNP and 
address an issue like the way broadband 
connection has been left to the market. 

We can win sometimes. We should 
not be downhearted. 

The war took place but, as US forces 
are finding to their cost, Iraq is more and 
more unstable. 

The people in power are not as strong 
as they look. I remember the scene in the 
film of The Wizard of Oz where Dorothy 
at the end discovers the wizard is not such 
a frightening figure. 

There are powerful enemies we face 
but they are not unbeatable. 

We can make a difference, but we 
have to keep up the pressure. 

Where do you think the movement goes 
from here? Let us know at 
letters@socialistworker.co.uk 


Billy Hayes will be joining 
a forum at Marxism 
5003 on 


Life after 
Capitalism 


Friday 11 July at 10.30am 


For details see advert on page 3 


Weapons 
of limited 
destruction 


THE SEARCH for weapons of limited destruc- 
tion in the shape of guns haunts our cities, ac- 
cording to senior police officers of the Met. 

They talk of wild gun-toting Yardies and Al- 
banians threatening the fabric of our society, 
especially in the suburbs where they threaten 
to flood us with drugs. 

Newspaper headlines scream out that gun 
crime has reached epidemic proportions and 
that it’s no longer safe to tread any urban street. 

There has always been a myth of the “out- 
sider” killer. The current moral panic over Uzi- 
toting Yardies echoes early 20th century fears of 
Italian gangsters and East European anarchists. 

Yet the murder rate has not risen for the last 
20 years. In London the murder rate has held 
steady at around 200 a year. In many areas 
gun crime has fallen. 

Southwark—the scene of at least five gun 
murders last year—has recorded a massive 59.2 
percent reduction in gun offences. Lambeth, an- 
other so called gun crime hotspot, has also seen 
firearms offences fall by almost 46 percent. 

Fatal shootings are down 16 percent across 
London and the overall murder rate has also 
fallen, according to the Met. Gun-related crime 
only accounts for 0.003 percent of all crimes that 
they deal with. 

Nationally gun crime appears to be on the in- 
crease. However, it starts from a very low base. 

The police count gun crime not by the crime 
itself but by the number of victims. For exam- 
ple, a bank robber could rob one bank using 
a gun. This would then be counted as a mul- 
tiple gun crime, which helps to inflate gun crime 
statistics. 

Some 58 percent of increases in gun crime 
involve the use of air pistols. Now I’m not saying 
receiving a pellet in the rectum is a pleasant ex- 
perience. But this is not on the scale of the St 
Valentine’s Day Massacre, as the newspapers 
would have us believe. 


Mask the true picture 
According to the latest Home Office figures 60 per- 
cent of deaths from guns are caused by suicide. 

And you have a greater chance of being shot 
by Farmer Martin than by your local tough. Most 
illegal and legal guns are not kept on council 
estates but in rural areas in the hands of the 
Countryside Alliance shooting fraternity. The 
police mask the true picture by including urban 
area and country area figures for gun incidents. 

Even more disgraceful is the way authori- 
ties manufacture a racist black on black crime 
hysteria. 

No other crime statistics are kept in this way. 
This is false justification to explain the unequal 
treatment that blacks and Asians receive at the 
hands of the police. Blacks and Asians are eight 
times more likely to be stopped and are twice 
more likely to charged. 

The government and police attempt to use 
racism as a way of explaining rising crime. The 
real cause of violent crime is poverty and un- 
employment. When unemployment is high, 
crimes are higher. 

It is ironic that many of the guns are manu- 
factured in the UK. Britain exported arms to 
every war zone in the world, which are used to 
kill millions of people. Funny how we do not 
hear the call for these companies to hand all 
their weapons over at the local nick! 

Blair and Blunkett’s moral outrage towards 
a so called gun culture taking hold amongst 
black youths raises hypocrisy to new heights. 
The bombers of Baghdad could teach even the 
most streetwise of youths more about crime 
and murder then any drug dealer. 

The one area where gun violence has really 
increased is within the British police force. 
Armed police units with laser-guided weapons 
and grenade launchers stalk our streets on a 
daily basis. These are the weapons that are 
just as likely to be killing our youths. 

Weyman Bennett 
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Pamphlet A new edition of a classic should be at the heart of 
debates on the fight for a better world 


A MANIFESTO 
FOR TODAY 


ERE HAS been an explosion 
of ideas and debate in the anti- 
capitalist and anti-war move- 

ments. People are hungry for answers, 
and words have been poured over the 
inequality, misery and war created by 
global capitalism and how to stop it. 

On the eve of a previous wave of 
protest, one which saw revolution 
spread across Europe, Karl Marx and 
Frederick Engels wrote one of the 
most famous and influential political 
pamphlets of all time: The Commu- 
nist Manifesto. 

Although it was written over 150 
years ago, it could have been written 
yesterday. 

The Manifesto examines the work- 
ings and consequences of capitalism, 
providing layer upon layer of analysis. 

While it is densely packed it is 
compelling, accessible, and in parts, 
written in a near-poetic fashion. “All 
that is solid melts into air,” is the way 
Marx and Engels describe the de- 
structive forces of capitalism. 

Marx and Engels were writing in 
industrial capitalism’s infancy, when 
it was composed of only a very small 
proportion of the world (mainly 
Britain, and parts of Western Europe 
and North America). 

They predicted its expansion be- 
cause they saw that its very nature 
meant it had to keep growing in order 
to survive. 

“The need of a constantly expand- 
ing market for its products chases the 
bourgeoisie over the whole surface 
of the globe. It must nestle every- 
where, settle everywhere, establish 
connections everywhere.” 

The Manifesto describes how in- 
dustries “no longer work up indige- 
nous raw material, but raw material 
drawn from the remotest zones; in- 
dustries whose products are con- 
sumed, not only at home, but in 
every quarter of the globe.” 

The Communist Manifesto should 


Karl Marx at the time he wrote 
the Manifesto 


FILM 
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be at the centre of the ongoing debate 
about globalisation today. 

The socialist bookshop Bookmarks 
has launched a new edition of the 
pamphlet, with an introduction by So- 
cialist Worker editor Chris Harman. 

While Marx and Engels write in a 
clear and concrete way, some of the 
terms they use are no longer in every- 
day usage so the new edition also 
contains an explanatory glossary. 

But it is easy to grasp what Marx 
and Engels are saying when they talk 
about how the misery of the market 
spreads with capitalism using the 
“cheap prices of its commodities” as 
its “heavy artillery”. This is exactly 
how industrialised economies have 
enslaved Third World countries today. 

The Manifesto predicts the grow- 
ing divide between rich and poor—of 
the grinding poverty of millions next 
to obscene overproduction. It de- 
scribes how every human value is de- 
based and turned into purely cash 
terms. 

Their analysis leads to a call for 
total upheaval of the present system— 
and points to how that can achieved. 

The Manifesto describes how cap- 
italism has created its own potential 


f a new anti-capitalist movement 


“grave-diggers”—the working class, 
or proletarians in the language of the 
time. 

Capitalism concentrates workers, 
increasing communication between 
different groups, and educates them. 
Collectively, the working class has 
enormous power. 

The Manifesto argues for change 
from below, for what is now known 
as revolutionary socialism and what 
was called communism in Marx’s 
time. This is why the title of the book 
is The Communist Manifesto and not 
The Socialist Manifesto. 

And although it provides sharp crit- 
icism of other types of socialism, it is 
always forward looking. It condemns 
sectarianism and calls for socialists to 
“support every revolutionary move- 
ment against the existing and political 
order of things”. 

Chris Harman ends his introduc- 
tion by saying, “The Communist 
Manifesto is a text for today... In Seat- 
tle at the very end of the 20th century 
a new anti-capitalist movement was 
born. This remains a manifesto for it.” 

Marx and Engels end with the call, 
“Let the ruling classes tremble at a 
communist revolution. The proletari- 


A Palestinian journey not to miss 


J eremy Hardy v The Israeli 
Army 


JEREMY HARDY claims that his 
journey to Palestine with the 
International Solidarity 
Movement (ISM) changed his life. 

The film Jeremy Hardy v The 
Israeli Army follows his journey, 
both physically and mentally, 
after he is persuaded by the 
producer Leila Sansour to join 
the ISM in Palestine. 

The ISM is a Palestinian- 
initiated international group of 


volunteers who take part in 
direct action against the 
occupying Israeli army. 

Hardy’s comments at the start 
of the film display his scepticism 
about the ISM volunteers, and 
what is achievable in the face of 
the overwhelming might of the 
Israeli army. 

He arrives in Bethlehem and 
within days an Israeli tank 
opens fire with live rounds at 
point blank range on him anda 
group of ISM volunteers. The 
attack leaves four people 


injured and 
changed Hardy. 

This film has 
all the makings 
of being 
depressing and 
demoralising, 
and yet itis both 
incredibly 
moving and 
funny. 

It has just been accepted for 
national release. For your sake 
don’t miss it. 

Lizi Allnatt 


Picture: Socialist Worker 


ans have nothing to lose but their 
chains. They have a world to win. “ 
Kate Coyne 

The new edition of The Communist 
Manifesto is available for just £1 from 
Bookmarks— phone 020 7637 1848. 
You can also collect copies at the 
Bookmarks superstore at Marxism 
2003 in just over a week's time. 


Five to catch this week 


InSearch of Shakespeare 
Saturday, 9.15pm, BBC2 

This is a four-part series on the life 
of William Shakespeare during the 
turbulent reign of Elizabeth I. 
Subtitled “A Time of Revolution’, 
this could be interesting. 


Panorama 

Sunday, 10.15pm, BBC1 

“Fiddling the Figures” — looks into 
the government’s strategy for 
modernising the NHS. Includes a 
former finance director who 
discovered his hospital was 
doctoring figures on cancelled 
operations. 


Rillington Place 

Monday, 10.30pm, Five 

The story surrounding Timothy 
Evans, who was hanged after 
being wrongly convicted of the 
murder of his wife and five other 
women. 


Sergeant Rutledge 

Tuesday, 12.45pm, Channel 4 
Courtroom drama about a black 
cavalry officer accused of rape and 
murder. 


Shakespeare onthe Estate 
Saturday, 10.15pm, BBC4 

In this 1994 documentary director 
Michael Bogdanov builds a 
company of enthusiastic amateur 
actors from a Birmingham housing 
estate. 


Compiled by Kate Coyne 
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IF YOUR AREA ISN’T SHOWN PHONE THE NUMBER ABOVE 


Big ideas in informal 
settings 


BARNSLEY 

The police: what is their role? 
Wed 2 Jul, 7.30pm, Barnsley 
Central Library, Shambles St. 
BATH 

Democracy: is this as good as 
it gets? Sun 29 Jun, 4pm, Percy 
Community Centre, New King St. 
BIRKENHEAD 

Are the ruling class 
unbeatable? 

Mon 14 Jul, 7.30pm, Oxton 
Green Community Centre, 
Christchurch Rd. 

BIRMINGHAM KING’S HEATH 
Are the media all-powerful? 
Wed 2 Jul, 7.30pm, 

Dance Workshop, MosleyRd. 
BIRMINGHAM SMALL HEATH 
Can socialism work? 

Thu 26 Jun, 7.30pm, The Lounge, 
Small Heath Youth and 
Community Centre, Muntz St. 
BIRMINGHAM SPARKHILL 
Lenin: a revolutionary for the 
21st century Thu 17 Jul, 7pm, 
Monsoon Balti Restaurant, 
Ladypool Rd. With lan Austin. 
BLACKBURN 

Revolution, resistance and the 
Middle East 

Thu 17 Jul, 7.30pm, Puccino’s 
Cafe, King William St. 
BLACKWOOD 

South America in crisis 

Mon14 Jul, 7.15pm, 

Blackwood Miners Institute. 
With Pete Wearden. 

BOLTON 

Does the movement need 
political parties? 

Wed 16 Jul, 7.30pm, Albert 
Rooms, Town Hall. 
BOURNEMOUTH 

Karl Marx: the first anti- 
capitalist? Thu 17 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Bournemouth Community Arts 
Centre, 93 Havilland Rd, 
Boscombe. 

BRIGHTON 

Martin Luther King and the 
politics of civil disobedience 
Thu 26 Jun, 7.30pm, 
PhoenixCommunity Centre, 
Phoenix Place. 


INDEPENDENT WORKING CLASS ACTION 
The workers create all the wealth under 
capitalism. A new society can only be 
constructed when they collectively seize 
control of that wealth and plan its 
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REVOLUTION NOT REFORM 


The present system cannot be patched up 
or reformed as the established Labour and 


trade union leaders say. It has to be 
overthrown. 


THERE IS NO PARLIAMENTARY ROAD 
The structures of the present parliament, 
army, police and judiciary cannot be 


BROADSTAIRS 

Revolution or reform: 

Marx or Dickens? 

Sun 29 Jun, 3pm, Broadstairs 
Centre, 11 Grosvenor Rd. 

BURY 

Why does sexism sell? 

Wed 16 Jul, 7.30pm, BuryLibrary. 
CAMBRIDGE 

Education: is this the best we 
can get? Thu 26 Jun, 7.30pm, 
CB2 Cafe, Norfolk St. 
CANTERBURY 

Is fascism still a threat in 
2003? Thu 3 Jul, 5.30pm, 
Pascucci’s Cafe, High St. 
COVENTRY 

Is revolution possible? 
Wed 9 Jul, 7.30pm, 

Methodist Central Hall. 
CRAWLEY 

What will a future socialist 
society look like? Wed 16 Jul, 
7.30pm, Three Bridges 
Community Centre, Gales Place. 
DUDLEY 

Malcolm X and the fight 
against racism Wed 2 Jul, 8pm, 
Claughton Community Centre, 
Blowers Green. 

EGGIES 

Is the state neutral? Wed 9 Jul, 
7.30pm, Eccles Library. 
FAVERSHAM 

Reform or revolution? Mon 14 
Jul, 7.30pm, Anchor, Abbey St. 
HARLOW 

Lenin: what can we learn from 
a man who made a revolution? 
Wed 2 J ul, 8pm, Polly's Pantry, 
Wych Elm (byambulance station). 
With lan Birchall. 
HUDDERSFIELD 

The bloody history of British 
imperialism Thu 17 Jul, 6pm, 
Coffeevolution, Church St. 

With lan Allinson. 

HULL 

Revolution: is it possible? 

Thu 3 Jul, 7.15pm, Avenues Adult 
Education Centre, Park Ave. 
LEEDS ARMLEY 

Che Guevara: more than a 
revolutionary icon 

Wed 16 Jul, 7.30pm, Interplay 
Theatre, ArmleyRidge Rd. 

LEEDS BEESTON 

How British imperialism 
shaped Iraq Thu 17 Jul, 
7.30pm, Tunstall Road 
Community Centre. 
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The Russian Revolution of 


1917. How did it happen, what did it achieve and what are the 


lessons for today? These are some of the questions discussed at Marxist forums this 


week. 


LEEDS CHAPELTOWN 

Does the media control our 
minds? 

Thu 17 Jul, 7.30pm, West Indian 
Centre, Laycock Place. 

LEEDS HAREHILLS 

Is revolution possible? 

Wed 16 Jul, 7.30pm, 

Pakistani Community Centre. 
LEEDS HEADINGLEY 

Lenin: a revolutionary for the 
21st century Thu 17 Jul, 
7.30pm, Delicatessen Cafe, 
Hyde Park Corner. 

LEICESTER 

What would a socialist society 
look like? Mon 14 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Cafe Mozart, London Rd. 
LIVERPOOL AIGBURTH 

Lenin: strategy and tactics for 
the anti-capitalist movement 
Wed 2 Jul, 7.15pm, 

Collect Gallery, Lark Lane. 
LIVERPOOL CITY CENTRE 

Can capitalism go on forever? 
Wed 2 Jul, 7.15pm, 

Magnet Cafe, Hardman St. 
LIVERPOOL TOXTETH 

Lenin: strategy and tactics for 
the anti-capitalist movement 
Wed 2 J ul, 7.30pm, Wicked 
Foods, Upper Parliament St. 


» INTERNATIONALISM 
The struggle for socialism is part of a 
worldwide struggle. We campaign for 
solidarity with workers in other countries. 
We oppose everything which turns 
workers from one country against those 
from other countries. 
We oppose racism and imperialism. We 
oppose all immigration controls. We 
10) 0) ole} aemmal =m ale] alane yao) t-(el.au ol-\0) o)(-mr- late melualcla 


oppressed groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine national 
liberation movements. 

The experience of Russia demonstrates 
that a socialist revolution cannot survive in 


isolation in one country. In Russia the 
result was state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China a similar 


system was later established by Stalinist 
parties. We support the struggle of workers 
in these countries against both private and 


state capitalism. 
We are for real social, economic and 


taken over and used by the working class. 


They grew up under capitalism and are 
designed to protect the ruling class against 


the workers. 


The working class needs an entirely 
different kind of state—a workers’ state 
based upon councils of workers’ delegates 


and a workers’ militia. 


At most parliamentary activity can be 
used to make propaganda against the 


present system. 


Only the mass action of the workers 
themselves can destroy the system. 


political equality of women. We are for an 
end to all forms of discrimination against 
lesbians and gays. 


THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY 
To achieve socialism the most militant 


sections of the working class have to be 


organised into a revolutionary socialist 
party. Such a party can only be built by 
activity in the mass organisations of the 
working class. 

We have to prove in practice to other 
workers that reformist leaders and 


reformist ideas are opposed to their own 


interests. We have to build a rank and file 
» movement within the unions. 
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LOWESTOFT 

Does the media control our 
ideas? 

Thu 3 Jul, 7.30pm, 

Prince Albert, Park Rd. 
MANCHESTER CHEETHAM HILL 
What would socialism be like? 
Wed 2 Jul, 7.30pm, 

Saffron Restaurant 

(bottom of Cheetham Hill). 
MANCHESTER CHORLTON 
Lenin: what can we learn from 
a man who made a revolution? 
Thu 3 Jul, 7.30pm, 

Chorlton Library. 

MANCHESTER HULME 

What can we learn from 
Lenin? 

Tue 1 Jul, 7pm, 

Hulme Library, Stratford Rd. 
MANCHESTER LEVENSHULME 
Divide and rule: why asylum 
seekers are not to blame 

Thu 26Jun, 7.30pm, 

Sultan Cafe, Stockport Rd. 

With Ed M ynott. 

MANCHESTER RUSHOLME 
What can we learn from 
Lenin and the Russian 
Revolution? 

Wed 16 Jul, 7.30pm, 

Jaffa Restaurant, WilmslowRd. 
MANCHESTER WITHINGTON 
Revolution: 

how is it possible? 

Wed 16 Jul, 6.30pm, 

Withington Library. 

MARGATE 

Education: is this the best we 
can get? 

Wed 2 Jul, 7.30pm, 

Helpcare Centre, 42 Hawley Sq. 
NEWCASTLE HEATON 

What can we learn from the 
Russian Revolution? 

Wed 2 Jul, 7pm, Truick Road 
Community Centre. 
NORTHAMPTON 

Lenin: a revolutionary for the 
21st century 

Thu 26 Jun, 6.45pm, 

Cafe Msaada, Kettering Rd. 
NORWICH 

What would a socialist society 
look like? 

Thu 17 Jul, 7pm, Owen's Cafe 
Bar, 1 Farmer's Avenue. 


NOTTINGHAM HYSON GREEN 
Is the education system failing 
us? 

Tue 1 Jul, 7pm, Forest Fields 
Community Centre, Sturton St. 
With Helen Merryman. 

OXFORD CITY CENTRE 

Do Western workers benefit 
from Third World oppression? 
Thu 17 Jul, 7.30pm, 

Mitre, High St. 

OXFORD EAST 

Asylum seekers: 

if money can cross borders, 
why can’t people? 

Wed 2 Jul, 7.30pm, East Oxford 
Community Centre, CowleyRd. 
PENDLE 

Revolution: is it possible? 
Wed 16 Jul, 7.30pm, 

Marmaris Restaurant, Colne Rd. 
PORTSMOUTH 

What makes us working class? 
Sun 29 Jun, 7pm, Cafe Citrus. 
PRESTON FRENCHWOOD 
Revolution: is it possible? 

Tue 1Jul, 7.30pm, 

Unity Centre, Shepherd St. 

ST ALBANS 

Is fascism still a threat in 
2003? Mon 30 Jun, 7.30pm, 
upstairs, Trinity Church (cnr 
Victoria St/ Beaconsfield Rd). 
SHEFFIELD FIRTH PARK 

Does the media control public 
opinion? 

Sun 29 Jun, 6.30pm, 
Clocktower (next to old library). 
SHEFFIELD HILLSBOROUGH 

Is there an alternative to 
capitalism? Wed 16 Jul, 
7.30pm, Burton Street Project 
(next to Hillsborough Barracks). 
With Gordon] elly. 

SHEFFIELD SHARROW 

Lenin: what can we learn 
about a man who made a 
revolution? Thu 3 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Highfields Library, London Rd. 
SOUTHAMPTON 

What would a socialist society 
look like? Thu 17 Jul, 8pm, 
Cook House, St Mary's St. 
YORK 

The bloody history of British 
imperialism 

Mon 30 Jun, 8pm, Priory Centre. 


ACTON 

How capitalism 
underdeveloped Africa 

Tue 15 Jul, 8pm, 

West London Trades Club, 
33-35 High St. 

ANGEL 

Vietnam: when a superpower 
was humbled 

Tue 15 Jul, 6.30pm, 

Sequel Cafe, Upper St (opp e). 
BARKING 

Keir Hardie and 

the Labour Party: 

was it ever socialist? 

Thu 26 Jun, 7.30pm, 

Barking Library. 

With Beccy Palmer. 

BROMLEY 

What is Marxism? 

Mon14 Jul, 7pm, United 
Reformed Church, Widmore Rd. 
CALEDONIAN ROAD 

Martin Luther King and the 
politics of civil disobedience 
Wed 16 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Shillibeers, North Rd. 

CAM DEN 

Who benefits from Third World 
oppression? 

Wed 16 Jul, 6.30pm, 

Marlina’s Cafe, Camden High St. 
CLAPHAM & STOCKWELL 

Is fascism still a threat 

in the 21st century? 
Wed 2 Jul, 7.30pm, 

Cafe Nile (nrStockwell e). 
CLAPTON 

Weapons of mass deception: 
do the media control our 
ideas? 

Thu 26 J un, 7.30pm, Gulluoglu 
Bakery, 63 Lower Clapton Rd. 
CLERKENWELL 

Che Guevara: more than just a 
revolutionary icon? 

Tue 15 Jul, 6pm, 

Union Tavern, Gray's Inn Rd. 
CROYDON 

How capitalism 
underdeveloped Africa 

Thu 26 Jun, 7.30pm, 

Spice Cafe, Surrey St. 
DALSTON 

Does the movement need 
political parties? 

Thu 26 J un, 7.30pm, Halkevi 
Centre, Stoke Newington Rd. 
With Richard McEwan. 

EALING 

Che Guevara and 

the politics of revolution 
Wed 16 Jul, 7.30pm, Friends 
Meeting House, Woodville Rd. 
EAST HAM 

Who benefits from 

Third World oppression? 

Thu 3 Jul, 7pm, Froud Centre, 
Toronto Ave (off Romford Rd). 
ENFIELD 

Can the American left fight 
back against Bush? 

Wed 16 Jul, 7.30pm, Edmonton 
Green Leisure Centre, Plevna Rd. 
With Andy Strouthous. 

EUSTON 

Advertising the body: 

why sexism sells? 

Wed 16 Jul, 6.30pm, 

Cafe Muse, MuseumSt. 
FINSBURY PARK 

Is fascism still a threat in the 
21st century? 

Wed 16 Jul, 7.30pm, 

Gadz Cafe, Clifton Terrace. 


GREEN LANES 

Is there an alternative to 
capitalism? 

Wed 16 Jul, 7.30pm, 

Cafe Delices Du) our, 

Green Lanes (cnr Hewitt Rd). 
HAMMERSMITH 

Why does sexism sell? 

Thu 17 Jul, 7.30pm, 

Palenswick House, King St. 
HIGHBURY 

Weapons of mass distraction: 
do the media control our 
ideas? 

Thu 17 Jul, 6.30pm, 

Stingray Cafe, Highbury Park. 
HONOR OAK 

Is revolution possible? 

Tue 15 Jul, 7.30pm, Ackroyd 
Community Centre, Ackroyd Rd. 
ILFORD 

Malcolm X and the fight 
against racism 

Thu 3 Jul, 7.30pm, 

Cafe Noir, York Rd (nr Ilford ==). 
KENTISH TOWN 

Palestine: road map to peace 
or dead end? 

Thu 17 Jul, 7pm, Mediterranean 
Cafe, Kentish Town Rd. 

LONDON FIELDS 

What would a socialist society 
look like? 

Thu 17 Jul, 7.30pm, 

Pasta Casa, Broadway Market. 
LADBROKE GROVE 

Life after capitalism: what sort 
of world can we have? 

Tue 15 Jul, 7.30pm, 
Tabernacle, Powis Square 

(off Westbourne Grove) 
LEWISHAM 

Human nature: is it to blame 
for greed and war? 

Wed 16 Jul, 7pm, 

Hunkarim Restaurant 

(cnr Lee High Rd/ Marischal Rd). 
NEW CROSS 

Is revolution possible? 

Tue 15 Jul, 7.30pm, Moonbow 
Jake's, 275 NewCross Rd. 
RICHMOND 

Malcolm X and the fight 
against racism today 

Thu 17 Jul, 8pm, ETNA Centre, 
Roslyn Rd, East Twickenham. 
SOUTHALL 

Is fascism a threat in the 21st 
century? 

Wed 2 Jul, 7.30pm, 

Dominion Centre, The Green. 
STREATHAM 

Lenin: what we can learn from 
a man who made a revolution? 
Wed 2 Jul, 7.30pm, 

Boogalu’s, Sunnyhill Rd. 
UXBRIDGE 

Is the American Empire 
unstoppable? 

Tue 1Jul, 7.30pm, 

Friends Meeting House, York Rd. 
VICTORIA 

Do Western workers benefit 
from Third World oppression? 
Wed 2 Jul, 6.30pm, 

King’s Head, Buckingham Palace 
Rd (cnr Arlington St). 
WALTHAMSTOW 

Lenin: a revolutionary for the 
21st century Thu 26 Jun, 8pm, 
Le Petit Cafe, Hoe St. 
WOOLWICH 

Is human nature to blame for 
war and greed? 

Wed 2 Jul, 7pm, Friends Cafe, 
Barnard Close (off Powis St). 


Anti Nazi League 
www.anl.org.uk 

( 020 7924 0333 
Globalise Resistance 
www.resist.org.uk 

(_ 02070532071 


Local SWP if East London Nottingham 
07753 697 743 07766 161 595 
Barnsley Exeter Plymouth 
07881 558 590 07939 558 115 07803 620 390 
Birmingham Hackney Portsmouth 


07968 551 870 


07788 770 741 


07801 290 411 


Black Country 
07748 653 627 


Haringey & Enfield 
07736 064 045 


Scotland (SW Platform) 
07855 023 739 


Stop the War Coalition Bradford Home Counties Sheffield 
www.stopwar.org.uk 07811 403 299 07905 589 865 07739 153 472 
(020 7053 2153/ 4/5/6 Brighton Huddersfield South East London 
Socialist Alliance 07818 027 408 07986 688 842 07951 737 003 
www.s ocialistalliance.net Bristol Kent South London 

(_ 0207791 3138 07711 718 519 07950 610 257 07734 706 256 
Defend Council Housing Cambridge Lancashire East Southampton 
www.defendcouncilhousing. 07950 142 464 07968 952 180 07958 311 922 
org.uk Camden & Islington Lancashire West Swansea 


(020 79879989 


07984 674 582 


07931 725 633 


07759 901 392 


Committee to Defend 
Asylum Seekers 


Cardiff 
07815 775 819 


Leeds & West Yorkshire 
07734 265 291 


Thames Valley 
07929 618 579 


www.defend-asylum.org Central London Leicester Tyneside 
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UNISON CONFERENCE 


while their union funds the Labour Party 
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Leaders lean left to 
defend Labour link 


Britain’s biggest trade union met last 
week. Delegates gave a sense of the 
bitter resentment about Tony Blair 


by Paul McGarr 
and Hazel Croft 


“MR BLAIR, we will take strike 
action again.” This warning came 
from Dave Prentis last week at the 
conference of the Unison union. 

He is the general secretary of 
the 1.3 million strong public sector 
workers’ union. 

Prentis praised the strikes the 
union’s members have staged in 
the last year. He warned more 
would follow unless the govern- 
ment coughed up to tackle low pay 
and improve schools and hospitals. 

The biggest cheers during Pren- 
tis’s speech came when he joked 
about “Tory Blair”. The tone 
echoed a general leftward shift by 
Unison’s leaders to reflect their 
members’ anger at New Labour. 

This move by the leadership led 
to the conference often feeling 


WHAT WE THINK 


subdued. There were few sharp ar- 
guments because delegates agreed 
with the leaders’ words—even if 
many were sceptical that words 
would become action. 

Dave Prentis won enthusiastic 
applause declaring, “I am proud of 
our union on Iraq. We were right 
to oppose the war before it started, 
right to oppose it during the war. 

“And we demand that Iraq be re- 
turned to the Iraqi people, not next 
year, not next month, but now.” 

The conference’s most contro- 
versial moments came during a 
debate about the union’s financial 
link with the Labour Party. 

At present Labour is the only po- 
litical party that the union funds. 
The union’s leaders strongly oppose 
any change in this arrangement. 

The debate was shaped by bu- 
reaucratic manoeuvres and the par- 
ticular structure of the political 


fund in Unison (see page 14). 

The broad lines of the key polit- 
ical arguments were clear enough. 

David O’Connor from Glasgow 
argued, “Our members ask, why 
does our union give our money to 
an organisation that attacks our 
wages and conditions and pushes 
privatisation?” 

Dave Draycott from Leeds 
echoed this, “(Our members are ex- 
tremely angry at attacks on them 
by a New Labour party funded by 
our dues.” 

And Suzanne Mooner from the 
Housing Corporation Unison 
branch said that her branch meet- 
ing was unanimously against the 
union simply handing its political 
fund to New Labour. 

“We thought about PFI and pri- 
vatisation. But most of all we 
thought about the lies, about Blair 
ignoring the wishes of working 
people to attack Iraq on behalf of 
big business.” 

The union leaders and their sup- 
porters acknowledged the anger 
against the government, but then 
put a counterargument. 

They said trade unions could 


and should use the link to “reclaim 
Labour” from those around Blair. 

They argued that Blair’s grow- 
ing weakness makes this possible. 

Dave Prentis argued for “a 
united trade union front to cam- 
paign to renew our Labour Party”. 

He spelled out how he would be 
working with other key union 
leaders in the Amicus, TGWU and 
GMB unions to do this. 

“T will be meeting with the new 
boys on the block—Derek Simp- 
son, Tony Woodley and Kevin 
Curran. We will be talking about 
how we reclaim our party.” 

The theme was echoed by dele- 
gates defending the union’s link 
with Labour. 

Carry Murphy from Glasgow 
argued, “Our fight is with the gov- 
ernment, not with the Labour 
Party. Let’s reclaim our party— 
against the war, against privatisa- 
tion, against racism.” 

Other speakers pointed to the 
example of Wales, where Labour 
did relatively well in this year’s as- 
sembly election on policies 
slightly to the left of Blair’s. 

Bill King argued, “In Wales we 


got a Labour majority government 
because we don’t have New 
Labour but the Labour Party, clear 
red water. 

“Tt was the Labour link that pro- 
duced this change. Does the link 
work? In Wales it does.” 

These arguments convinced 
many delegates. The union’s lead- 
ers won a vote (by around 85 per- 
cent to 15 percent of delegates) to 
keep the existing set-up of the 
union’s political funds. 

In the debates some delegates 
argued that the union should put 
conditions on funding Labour con- 
stituencies. They said money 
should only go to constituency 
parties if the MP backed core 
Unison policies. 

The union’s leaders defeated this. 
But in doing so general secretary 
Dave Prentis effectively promised 
to implement precisely this change. 

“T object to going to TV studios 
and finding MPs who continue to 
get money from Unison opposing 
me. I give you a commitment to 
review this.” 

See page 14 for more on Unison 
conference 


A return to ‘Old Labour’ policies will not be enough 


THE ARGUMENTS put by 


across Britain. 


Labour’s fear of Plaid 


Just as important is the 


offensive” in the City. 


FIGHTING RACISM 


ee | 
Anti-Nazi unity in north east 
England 


POWERFUL 
MOQD FOR 
WIDER UNITY 


THERE WAS a sense of 
urgency in the conference 
debates about the Nazi BNP, 
racism and fascism. 

There was also a huge 
feeling for trade unions and 
anti-racist and anti-fascist 
groups to unite. 

Guest speaker Mohammed 
Azam, a Labour councillor in 
Oldham, kicked off the 
discussion by urging unity in 
the fight against the BNP. 

“It’s not just an issue for 
the black and Asian 
communities, it is a fight for 
the whole trade union 
movement,” he said. 

“Let’s get back to basics, 
let’s defend the working class, 
let us unite and say no to the 
fascists, no to the BNP.” 

Ray Walker from Salford 
proposed the motion that 
urged a united campaign 
against the BNP. 

It also blamed the 
government, naming David 
Blunkett and Tony Blair, for 
fuelling racism through its 
vicious attacks on asylum 
seekers, and for failing to 
address poverty and 
industrial decline. 

“The BNP have targeted 
towns where there have been 
job losses and voters are 
disaffected,” said Ray Walker. 

Steve Beardsmore from 
the West Midlands Region 
said, “I live in Castle Priory 
in Dudley with a BNP 
councillor daring to 
represent me. 

“This was once a rock 
solid Labour seat.” 

Claire Williams, the 
Unison convenor for the 
Northern Region, explained 
how they had built a united 
campaign against the Nazis. 

“The BNP stood 54 
candidates in the local 
elections in the north east, 25 
in Sunderland. They got 
13,000 votes but no seats. 

“We brought together 
trade unions, Labour 
councillors, the ANL, Show 
Racism the Red Card, the 
Tyne and Wear Anti-Fascist 
Action and others. 

“This is the way to beat 
the fascists, by uniting 
together. We are leafleting 
and campaigning around 
local estates in Durham and 


Unison leaders, and echoed 
by others such as CWU union 
leader Billy Hayes (see page 
10), on the link between the 
unions and Labour are 
important. 

Socialist Worker thinks 
they are wrong on key points. 

Labour in Wales did stand 
on policies slightly better 
than those of Tony Blair. 

But the result of Blair’s 
policies hits people in Wales 
every bit as much as people 


The poverty and 
unemployment in parts of 
Wales are among the worst 
in Britain, and the Labour-run 
Welsh Assembly has done 
nothing to change this. 

i olme (oh Naee geese am 
Labour’s leader in Wales, 
speak out against war on Iraq. 

The differences between 
Blair and Welsh Labour were 
not a result of the link 
between the party and the 
union. 


Cymru taking its working 
class votes was the key factor. 

Unison leaders also 
pointed repeatedly to how 
the unions had united to win 
a vote over PFI at last year’s 
Labour Party conference. 

Yet chancellor Gordon 
Brown declared within 
minutes of that vote that he 
would ignore it. The 
government has not slowed 
its drive for even more 
privatisation. 


Titik=e BV loikemen cle ae! 
out by those like the Unison 
leaders. 

They are arguing for a 
return to a Labour Party more 
like that under the leadership 
of John Smith in the early 
1990s or of the Labour 
governments of the 1970s. 

That is a dismal prospect. 

John Smith was the key 
architect of Labour’s courting 
of big business, with what was 
called his “prawn cocktail 


Pookie -keekopele aie) 
remember the 1970s Labour 
governments will recall the 
soaring unemployment, 
strikebreaking, wage cuts, 
school and hospital closures 
that were its hallmark. 

Real change demands 
harnessing the anger of 
millions of people at Blair’s 
domestic and foreign policy 
aicee— davies (-M-lpehe- adinehieg 
those who stand openly for 
ere melita (=e 


elsewhere and setting up 
cultural events especially 
involving young people. 

“On 12 July we will make 
sure there is a massive anti- 
fascist presence at the 
Durham Miners’ Gala. The 
north east belongs to us, not 
to the fascists.” 

The motion was carried 
unanimously. 

The conference also voted 
to affiliate to the Committee 
to Defend Asylum Seekers. 
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Drivers’ ballot 
gets green light 


ALLOT PAPERS went out 
his week for the general sec- 
etary election in Aslef, the 
rain drivers’ union. 

General secretary Mick Rix 
s seeking re-election, nomi- 
ated by 83 branches. Shaun 

rady, who has only 11 branch 
ominations, is challenging 

im. 

Rix became general secre- 
ary five years ago in an elec- 
ion that marked the beginning 
fa series of successes for left 

ing candidates. 

Since then, Aslef has played 
prominent political role, most 
otably in the Stop the War 
oalition. It has also intro- 
uced new internal structures 

o improve the involvement of 
lack, women and lesbian and 
ay members. 

Brady is against both those 
evelopments. An unofficial 

eaflet backing his election bid 
ontained scurrilous attacks on 

ick Rix and the stance Aslef 
as taken. 

It also opposed moves to- 
ards national pay bargaining, 
hich would be a major blow 
gainst the train operating 

ompanies and would be an 
dvance for all rail workers. 

The most right wing forces 
n the union want to see Mick 

ix lose to Brady. 

Tony Blair too would like to 
ee a member of the “awkward 
quad” of trade union leaders 
eaten. 

That’s why everyone who 
ants to see the unions stand 
p to the government should 
ork for a clear victory for 

ick Rix in this election. 
FINN BRENNAN 


Workers build on 
SUCCeSS 


ANSON BRICK workers’ 
hreat to go on strike was 
nough to force the firm to in- 
rease its pay offer to the 

orkers. 

The 1,400 workers, mem- 
ers of the Amicus, TGWU 
nd GMB unions, threatened 
o hold a one-day strike across 
ll 14 brick factories. 

The management quickly 
ame up with an improved 
eal which the workers voted 
o accept last week after a 
allot. 

The pay rise is 4 percent 
ver 15 months and 0.5 per- 
ent above inflation for a fur- 
her 12 months. 


Yarls Wood trial 


goes on 


HE TRIAL of the remaining 
even defendants charged after 
ast year’s fire at the Yarls 

ood refugee centre run by 
roup 4 continues this week. 
Campaigners have kept up 
heir support of the refugees in 
he court and held protests 
gainst Group 4’s attempts to 
ecruit new security guards to 
eopen Yarls Wood. 
m For more details on where 
to send messages of 
support and donations 
e-mail sady_campaign 
@yahoo.co.uk 


Pay campaign at 
News quest 


OURNALISTS AT Bradford 

ewsquest have decided to re- 
allot for more strike action in 
heir dispute over pay. 

They have already held an 
ll-out strike to force the na- 
ional media company to in- 
rease their pay. 

Graduate trainee staff are 
aid as little as £12,000 a year. 

The workers wanted to re- 
allot so they did not face the 
hreat of being sacked after 
ight weeks strike action, as 

ew Labour’s law allows. 


Bus workers 


First ae 


THE THREAT of further 
action by First Group bus 
workers across South York- 
shire has led to a new pay 


offer. 


Over 1,000 workers had defied 
the recommendation of their 
TGWU officials to accept the 


previous offer. 


The workers were pleased that 
First Group had removed the strings 
attached to the pay deal. These 
would have meant the workers 
losing two days bank holidays and 
only having their pay deal backdated 


to May, not April. 


However, many of the workers 
were still not happy with the pay 


rises. 


So the workers rejected that deal 
by 19 votes. They threatened to 
follow up their recent three-day strike 
with a four-day strike from Friday of 


this week. 


Now First Group has been forced 
to give them yet another pay offer. 
The workers were due to vote on that 


this week. 


The key issue was the different 
rates of pay given to drivers 
depending on how long they had 


worked for the company. 


Although the newer drivers on the 
lower rates would have got up to 


paid drivers. 


First Group’s £216 million profit 
last year means it can afford to give 
all the drivers a decent increase in 


Sheffield bus strikers on the picket line 


£20 a week extra, drivers who have 
worked longer at the company 
would have got much less. 

The workers objected to the 
bosses reducing pay differentials by 
holding down the rate of the better 


Up rattl 


their wages. 


regime”. 


Tension with New Labour 


THE MOOD at Unison confer- 
ence (see page 13) was subdued 
much of the time, but there 
were moments when the real 
feeling came to the surface. 

This was particularly true 
when the union leadership 
argued against motions that 
were more acutely critical of 
the government. 

The national executive 
argued against a motion at- 
tacking the | percent rise in na- 
tional insurance and calling for 
raising taxes on the rich. 

The conference exploded 
into cheers when two delegates 
took on their arguments. 

Karen Reissmann from 
Manchester Community Health 
branch said, “National insur- 
ance is an unfair tax that dis- 
criminates against the poor and 
discriminates against the aver- 
age worker. 

“The Labour government 
had a choice—taxing the rich 
or taxing ordinary workers and 
it has chosen to tax us.” 

Adrian O’Malley from 
Wakefield also got massive ap- 
plause when he said, “An NHS 
worker got a 1 percent increase 
in national insurance, add to 
that 3 percent inflation and a 
3.22 percent pay rise and what 
do you have? A pay cut. 

“This union should be fight- 
ing for wealth distribution, not 
for pay cuts for working class 
people.” 


The amendment was over- 
whelmingly carried, against 
the advice of the national ex- 
ecutive. 

The leadership were deter- 
mined to stop any discussion 
about the union having one po- 
litical fund where members 
could decide democratically 
who the money went to. 

Unison has two separate po- 
litical funds. 

The General Political Fund 
is used for broad political cam- 
paigning but cannot fund po- 
litical parties or election 
candidates. 


Funds 


A separate Affiliated Politi- 
cal Fund, also called the 
Labour link, gives funds only 
to Labour. 

Union members can pay 
into either, both or neither of 
the political funds. Around 
570,000 Unison members out 
of 1.3 million pay into the Af- 
filiated Political Fund. 

It has its own structures and 
conferences. Only Unison 
members who are also individ- 
ual members of the Labour 
Party can hold positions in it, 
or be candidates for key re- 
gional and national bodies. 

The United Left organisa- 
tion in Unison, which includes 
many Labour Party members, 
has argued for the union to 


have a single political fund. 

It argues that this fund 
should be democratised so the 
union’s members decide how 
the money is spent. 

This could mean giving 
money to Labour, but also 
backing some candidates not 
in Labour—such as Ken Liv- 
ingstone in the London may- 
oral elections or socialists 
standing against Labour. 

But Unison’s leaders ruled 
out of order any motions rais- 
ing it. 

They claimed they had legal 
advice that “no change can be 
made to the structure of the Af- 
filiated Political Fund without 
its prior agreement”. 

This means that Unison 
conference cannot change the 
way the fund works unless 
New Labour agrees to it first! 

The result was to severely 
restrict the debate in a way that 
angered many delegates. These 
included Dorothy Macedo, 
who chairs the Affiliated Polit- 
ical Fund in London. 

She told the conference, 
“People are frustrated that we 
haven’t got clear votes today 
on the various options that 
could have been debated.” 

And she warned the 
union’s leaders that bureau- 
cratic manoeuvres could not 
bury the issue as “this debate 
is taking place in society, in 
the workplaces.” 


Pay agenda ‘worrying’ 


“SHAMEFUL” AND “a 
danger to the NHS”. 

That is how former 
Labour health secretary 
Frank Dobson described the 
government’s policy on foun- 
dation hospitals at a fringe 
meeting at the conference. 

Delegates had earlier 
unanimously passed a 
motion condemning the gov- 
ernment’s plans for the elite 
hospitals. 

Dobson argued that foun- 
dation hospitals were “part 
of a drive to reintroduce 
competition into the NHS 


and the greater and greater 
involvement of the private 
sector running more of the 
health service’. 

He said the government 
was “out of touch” with 
public opinion because it was 
“ideologically obsessed with 
the private sector and the 
market’. 

In the discussion Karen 
Jennings, Unison’s head of 
health, intervened with a 
strong outburst against the 
whole concept of foundation 
hospitals. 

She urged people “not to 


swallow Tony Blair’s propa- 
ganda”. 

And she also agreed with a 
delegate who argued that the 
government’s pay moderni- 
sation package, Agenda for 
Change, was connected to 
foundation hospitals. 

“It seems the government 
does want pay flexibility and 
it is really worrying what 
they are doing,” she said. 

This is despite the fact that 
she was a key figure in the 
union who argued for accep- 
tance of Agenda for Change 
in a recent Unison ballot. 


The drivers’ simmering anger is 
fuelled by the way their management 
has treated them. 

First Group drivers told Socialist 
Worker they are “pissed off with the 


They can be hauled into the 
boss’s office on the slightest excuse, 
even for having a day off sick. They 


Picture: Socialist Worker 


are then faced with threats of a 


disciplinary. 

Their solid three-day strike saw 
over 100 strikers join picket lines 
outside the main Sheffield depot and 
across South Yorkshire. 


It has shown First Group that the 


with. 


workers are a force to be reckoned 


HELEN SHOOTER 


ANTI-WAR activists Pete 
Heddle and Tony Staunton 
were found not guilty at their 
trial in Plymouth on Monday 
of this week. 

They were arrested in Feb- 
ruary during a 500-strong 
march and protests through 
Plymouth city centre. 

Pete Heddle, campaigns 
organiser for Plymouth Uni- 
versity Students Union, and 
Tony Staunton, Chair of Ply- 
mouth Unison, were singled 
out by police. 

The two were charged 
with offences under the 
Public Order Act and faced 
prison sentences. 

A campaign won the sup- 
port of trade unions includ- 
ing Unison and the TUC. 
Two reviews by the Crown 
Prosecution Service failed to 
stop the trial taking place. 

CCTV evidence used in 
the trial clearly contradicted 
police evidence, and the 
charges were thrown out 
after a one-day hearing. 


[__obitvary, 


CHARLIE MOORE, a lifelong 
socialist, trade unionist and 
working class fighter, died last 
week aged 89. 

Charlie, who was a longtime 
member of the Communist 
Party, always kept in touch with 
socialist politics despite debili- 
tating illness in the past few 
years. 

He was an avid reader of 
Socialist Worker and Socialist 
Review. Charlie could always 
be relied on to cut through the 
spin and claptrap offered by 
Blair and Co, in place of the 
real socialist politics to which 
he remained totally committed. 

In his younger days Charlie 
was an active trade union or- 
ganiser and spirited opponent 
of the bosses, both in the Hack- 
ney area and later on when he 
moved to work in Harlow. 

Charlie’s good humour, re- 
silience and immense political 
sense will be missed by com- 
rades in Harlow. Our condo- 
lences to Christine and family. 
Tony Sullivan 
Harlow SWP 


THE PEACE in the Park 
event, organised by the 
Sheffield Stop the War Coali- 
tion, was held last Saturday, at- 
tracting around 1,000 people. 
Local bands and clubs 
played music through the day. 


LIOVER 150 people attended 
a Stop the War meeting in 
Ilford town hall on Monday 
of this week with speakers in- 
cluding George Galloway. 


LIUP TO 300 people came to 
hear George Galloway in 
Brighton last week in “the 
biggest meeting in the area for 
years”, organised by the 
Sussex Action for Peace group. 

The meeting included long- 
standing peace campaigners 
and a new generation of anti- 
war activists that has been 
thrown up by the war on Iraq. 


AROUND 150 people in 
Southampton and again in 
Portsmouth turned up to hear 
George Galloway last week. 


| 
Diory 
Upcoming | 
events | 
— 
Friday 27 June 
@Musical Crossroads— 
a concert for peace in 
Kurdistan, 8pm, Kufa 
Gallery, 26 Westbourne 
Grove, London W2. 
Admission £10/£5 
concessions. Phone 
Campaign Against 
Criminalising Communities 
on 020 7586 5892. 


Saturday 28 June 

@Stop the SATs— 
conference for all parents, 
governors and teachers. 
11.30am-3.30pm, South 
Camden Community School, 
Charrington St, London. 
@Unity demonstrations 
against the BNP in Burnley, 
Broxbourne, Halifax and 
Dudley. For details phone 
the Anti Nazi League on 020 
7924 0333. 


THE GOVERNMENT has ad- 
mitted that its Arms Length 
Management Organisations 
(ALMOs) are a staging post 
towards full privatisation of 
council housing. 

ALMOs were introduced 
by the government in the face 
of opposition from tenants 
and trade unionists to the han- 
dover of council homes to 
housing associations and pri- 
vate companies. 

Homes would still be owned 
by the local council, and run by 
acouncil-controlled but organ- 
isationally separate outfit—the 
ALMO. 

Campaigners argued the 
plan was a halfway house to- 
wards privatisation. The gov- 
ernment denied this. 

But its top civil servant in 
charge of local councils’ hous- 
ing finance has now let the 
truth slip. 

Wendy Jarvis is the head of 
local authority housing finance 
in the deputy prime minister’s 
office. 

She gave an interview in 
the 13 June edition of Inside 
Housing magazine where she 
was asked if ALMOs could 
be opened to private finance. 
She answered, “In principle 
there is no reason” why there 
couldn’t be. 

Jarvis argued that after nec- 
essary preparatory work set- 
ting up ALMOs, “we will go 
out to the relevant private 
sector partners.” 

This should be a spur to cam- 
paigners to step up the battle to 
defend council housing. 

A key fight is shaping up 
over Camden New Labour 
council’s plan to set up an 
ALMO in the north London 
borough. 

This could assume the kind 
of central significance in the 
ALMO battle as the tenants’ 
ballot in Birmingham did over 
straightforward privatisation 
plans. 

A statement that compares 
ALMOs to foundation hospi- 
tals in the NHS and calls for 
direct investment in council 
housing is winning wide sup- 
port in Camden. 

Some 43 tenants reps, coun- 
cillors, and former councillors, 
have already signed the state- 
ment. 

The Camden campaign also 
plans to distribute leaflets, hold 
meetings and campaign stalls 
over the summer to put their 
case for no vote in the ballot. 
For more details of where 
battles over privatisation 
and ALMOs are looming, 
plus campaign materials, 
go to www.defendcouncil 
housing.org.uk 


Friday 4-Friday 11 July 
@Marxism 2003, central 
London. A week of debates, 
forums and meetings 
organised by the Socialist 
Workers Party with 
speakers from around the 
world. 


Friday 11 July 

@Walter Mosley speaks on 
the US after 11 September 
in his only bookshop event 
during a visit to Britain, 6pm, 
Bookmarks bookshop, 1 
Bloomsbury Street, London 
WC1. Phone 020 7637 1848 
or e-mail 
events@bookmarks.uk.com 
to reserve your free place. 


Tuesday 22 July 
@Boycott Coca Cola 
international day of action. 
Called by the Colombian 
Sinaltrainal union and 
backed by the World Social 
Forum. 


Saturday 27 September 
@National anti-war 
demonstration organised by 
the Stop the War Coalition, 
from 12 onwards, central 
London. 
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MSF/Amicus union conference 
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Now MSF/ Amicus has joined the list of unions Sipmoning aE stop the War Coalition 


RMT London Region 


Another statue 
bites the dust 


ONE OF Blairism’s last out- 
posts in the trade union move- 
ment received a major blow last 
weekend. 

Delegates gathered for the last 
ever MSF union conference as it is 
about to complete its merger with the 
AEEU union to form Amicus. 

They narrowly voted to affiliate to 
the Stop the War Coalition. 

This was despite strong opposition 
from the union leadership. MSF 
leaders are committed to the Blair 
government and many of its policies 
at home and abroad. 

MSF general secretary Roger Lyons 
outraged activists in the union when 
he sent out a letter as war began in 
Iraq, telling branches not to be in- 
volved in the coalition. 

The conference overwhelmingly 
backed a motion condemning the 
war and calling for the immediate 
withdrawal of US and British troops. 

Even the national executive felt 
forced to back it “with reservations” 
because it “couldn’t be opposed”’. 

But it refused to hear of any support 
for the Stop the War Coalition. Na- 
tional executive member John Gard- 
ner said the coalition had “achieved 
its aims” so should now be wound up. 

Delegates were determined to 
rebut these arguments. “It seems 
to me that the MSF can be por- 
trayed as a pro-war union,” said 
Raymond Morrell from London. 

“Roger Lyons has repeated the 
lies of Tony Blair on the war. That’s 
the reality of partnership with the 
government.” 

“The war was founded on deceit,” 
said Pat Mortimer from London. 


by MATTHEW COOKSON 


“Millions marched against it. The 
war was cooked up with the con- 
nivance of the Labour government. It 
was the most humiliating thing I’ ve 
had in the many years of Labour 
Party membership.” 

Pete Gillard told the conference, 
“The US government are talking 
about a permanent war against ‘rogue 
states’.” 

“It is talking about who is next. 
This union needs to be part of stop- 
ping Bush and Blair’s drive to war in 
the future.” 

Some 70 delegates attended a Stop 
the War Coalition meeting addressed 
by Jim Mortimer, the former general 
secretary of the Labour Party. 


Campaign 


In another significant move con- 
ference voted to campaign against 
New Labour’s Agenda for Change 
pay deal in the NHS if it is not 
funded properly. 

Agenda for Change will lead to pay 
cuts for a number of health workers. 
MSF members voted for it to be run 
as a trial in 12 hospitals in a recent 
ballot. 

“There is a growing awareness of 
the problems with this deal,” said 
Gill George from London. 

“The biggest issue is that members 
are facing pay cuts. Clinical psy- 
chologists could have their pay cut 
by 23 percent. 

“Our union has tried to sell this as 
a good deal. Members are now find- 


ing out that the union has sold pay 
cuts. We cannot afford to let our 
members down.” 

“Health workers are losing out 
through this deal,” said Theresa Mar- 
rinan from Leeds, “Government is not 
prepared to fund the deal. It is shov- 
ing through modernisation—low pay, 
flexibility, longer hours. 

“We cannot accept the money isn’t 
there. New Labour signed a blank 
cheque for the war.” 

Delegates also voted to oppose 
foundation hospitals, which intro- 
duce a two-tier NHS. 

They voted to continue campaign- 
ing against the closure of companies’ 
final salary pension schemes and for 
restoring the link between pensions 
and earnings. 

Delegates gave a standing ovation 
to Amicus joint general secretary 
Derek Simpson on Monday. 

He ousted Blair’s favourite union 
leader Ken Jackson in last year’s 
election to become AEEU leader. 

“We face massive challenges,” he 
said. “These require a massive response. 

“Our members want security in 
employment and retirement. They 
want to feel they are in an organisa- 
tion that stands up for them. 

“Amicus 1s not an organisation 
that has been cobbled together to 
apologise for politicians and to be 
sympathetic to employers. 

“We have to give a lead to the 
British trade union movement.” 

The left of both sections of the new 
union are uniting to stand a joint slate 
in the national executive elections set 
for the autumn to ensure Amicus is a 
fighting, democratic union. 


Oppose racism and... 


Discussion rages at political dayschoo 


HE RMT London Region 
eld its first political day 
chool last Thursday. 

About 70 people took part 
n debates and discussions on 
ssues from the war to our links 

ith Labour. 

Tony Benn and Lindsey 
erman from the Stop the War 
oalition kicked the day off 
ith a history of the labour 
ovement. 

There was one key message: 
he fight to organise against 
apital has been going on for 
enturies. As Benn said, “If we 
on’t know where we’ ve been, 

e don’t know where we are 
nd we don’t know where 
e’re going.” 

After this, we discussed the 
ar, imperialism and globali- 
ation. The key part was a 
Question Time” session with 


John McDonnell MP, Bob 
Crow and Tommy Sheridan 
MSP. Interestingly, one invited 
MP, Oona King, who backed 
the war, didn’t turn up. 

The mix was great, too. Old 
hands mixed with people who 
had never attended a political 
event before. People who hadn’t 
been interested in politics were 
galvanised by what they heard. 

Several Fire Brigades Union 
(FBU) London Region mem- 
bers attended. It’s obvious that 
the RMT and FBU share many 
interests, and that we need to 
get together to coordinate 
them. 

The RMT has always led 
the way in union politics, from 
the formation of the Labour 
Party to the democratisation of 
the political fund debate. 

This school was another 


Connect conference 


OVER 100 delegates from Con- 
nect, the union for professionals 
in communications, met last 
week. 

The conference marked a 
change in industrial direction for 
the union, with a new general 
secretary anxious to align Con- 
nect somewhat more closely 
with the “awkward squad” of 
unions. 

However, it remains to be 
seen how far the shift to a 
“campaigning union” is carried 
through. 


The war in lraq was a back- 
drop to the conference. 

A significant number of del- 
egates attended a George Gal- 
loway meeting, while on the 
conference floor delegates 
condemned the fact that tele- 
com workers had become mil- 
itary targets. 

However, the union was 
split over whether to back calls 
for an immediate withdrawal 
from Iraq, and this debate is 
set to continue. 

KEITH FLETT 


step in showing workers how 
the war on Iraq and the war on 
workers are two strands of the 
same system. 

The fact that the school was 
organised, and the depth of 
questions and contributions, 
demonstrated the politicisation 
in workplaces. 

As one participant said, 
“We’re here because of the 
anti-war movement.” 

But it’s clear that we need 
more days like this, and that 
other unions need to follow suit. 

Trade unions have played a 
role in the anti-war and anti- 
capitalist movements, but it 
could be far stronger. 

And we need to be looking 
at how we can use our indus- 
trial strength to fight over both 
economic and political issues. 
TONY COLLINS, tube driver 


RMT UNION activist Glenroy 
Watson has won his appeal and 
has been reinstated as a tube 
driver. This is a major climb- 
down for London Underground 
management. 

Glenroy suffered a clear case 
of victimisation when he was 
demoted to a station assistant. 

Management have backed 
down. But, as Glenroy rightly 
states, ‘““We must continue to 
fight against this injustice.” He 
still has a two-year warning, 
leaving him open to attack. 


UP TO 300 people packed in 
to Dewsbury town hall on 
Thursday of last week in a 
meeting organised by Kirklees 
United Against Racism and 
Fascism. 

It was called to build on the 
successful campaign to keep 
the Nazis from building roots 
locally. 

Dewsbury is one of the 


Holocaust survivor 
Leon Greenman 


Picture: Mark Campbell, 


BNP’s targets in the York- 
shire area. At the recent elec- 
tions seven candidates polled 
around 5,200 votes and came 
second in two seats. 

They were prevented from 
winning by a grassroots cam- 
paign to expose them. The 
meeting pulled together 
activists from across the 
Kirklees area. 

Speakers included Holo- 
caust survivor Leon Green- 
man. Kauser Tai from the 
Interfaith Council spoke of the 
need to build unity. 

He gave the example of the 
600 strong anti-war meeting at 
Dewsbury town hall just as the 
election was kicking off, 
where black and white people 
were united. 

Terry McKay, one of the 
meeting’s organisers, said, 
“This is a massive boost for 
anti-Nazis in the town.” 
ANDY BRAMMER 


Defend asylum seekers 


OVER 80 people joined a 
“Free the refugees” rally at 
Haslar immigration removals 
centre in Gosport last Sunday. 

The rally was organised by 
Portsmouth Committee to 
Defend Asylum Seekers and 
supported by campaigners 
from Southampton, Oxford, 
Yarls Wood and the No Bor- 
ders group in Brighton. 

They denounced the racist 
scapegoating of asylum seek- 
ers by the press and politi- 
cians and called for an end to 


the detention of refugees. 

Speakers included a former 
Haslar detainee who described 
the appalling conditions inside. 

Brief phone contact was es- 
tablished with one of the pris- 
oners inside, who protested 
bitterly at being held for more 
than two years. 

A combination of speeches, 
chanting, music, megaphone 
siren and balloons launched 
over the prison walls made for 
a lively and effective protest 
during national Refugee Week. 


CONFERENCE PLEDGED its 
support to fight for equal rights 
for immigrant workers. 

In a moving speech Bill 
Harvey, from Basildon, said, 
“We have to understand why 
workers travel thousands of 
miles to seek work in Britain. 

“They are the victims of 
multinationals and capitalism. | 
see them where | work in con- 
struction at Canary Wharf. 


“Workers from Yugoslavia, 
Latin America and Africa stand 
and wait for work every day. 

“Someone comes out and 
says, ‘You’ve got work today. 
The rest can go away.’ 

“Young women from all over 
the world dress up as lads to 
get work. 

“There is nowhere else for 
these people to go for comfort 
except British trade unionism.” 


... stand up to the BNP 


ROGER LYONS committed 
the union to campaigning 
against the rise of the Nazi BNP. 
He travelled to Burnley on 
Sunday afternoon to show sol- 
idarity with community ac- 
tivists standing up against the 
eight BNP councillors there. 
“We are ensuring that our 
workplace reps in Burnley have 
the information to combat racist 


Otis lifts 


SOME 1,000 Otis lift engineers 
were due to continue their 
strike action on Friday of this 
week in a dispute over pay. 

Otis is the world’s largest 
manufacturer of lifts with busi- 
nesses in 200 countries. 

Yet it imposed a 1.7 
percent pay deal. Workers, 
who are in the Amicus union, 
have rejected a further 2.2 
percent offer, which would 
only be granted by local man- 
agers based on individual 
interviews. 


lies and rumours,” Lyons told 
an anti-racist meeting on 
Sunday evening. 

“The BNP is getting too big 
for its nasty Nazi boots. If we 
don’t start now, we could look 
back in horror at the next gen- 
eral election. 

“Let’s work together in 
kicking racism out of our 
communities.” 


CAR WORKERS in the 
Amicus union at the Honda 
car plant in Swindon have 
won a 3.7 percent pay claim. 

Jim D’Avila, Amicus re- 
gional secretary, said, “This 
result is an important victory 
and demonstrates the value 
of union membership.” 

Amicus was only recog- 
nised at the plant last year. 
The union is fighting Hon- 
da’s attempts to increase 
the pension age for workers 
from 60 to 62. 
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MICHAEL Meacher was 
New Labour’s environ- 
ment minister from 
1997 until he was 
sacked by Tony Blair a 
fortnight ago. 

In government Meacher 
was in charge of policy on 
genetically modified (GM) 
crops. 

Now he has blown apart 
the whole case for GM crops 
pushed by Blair and that 
government. 

In a devastating article in 
last weekend’s Independent on 
Sunday, Meacher accused 
Blair of ignoring scientific ev- 
idence on potential dangers 
from GM crops. 

Meacher backed up virtu- 
ally every one of the argu- 
ments put by opponents of 
GM crops. 

The government and the 
GM corporations have consis- 
tently tried to rubbish these 
arguments. 

Meacher now admits: 
@GM crops are quite differ- 
ent to those produced by tra- 
ditional breeding techniques. 
@The notion pushed by the 
GM corporations that added 
genes precisely control what 
a plant does is scientifically 
wrong. 

@The results of genetic 
modification can be quite 
unpredictable, and there is 
clear evidence of such ef- 
fects in already existing GM 
crops. 

@GM crops often have bacte- 
ria or viruses added in manu- 
facture, and this poses serious 
potential health dangers. 
@GM crops can also produce 
novel substances which could 
cause dangerous allergic reac- 
tions in people. 

@GM crops allow the use of 
much more poisonous weed- 
killers, which pose serious 
health risks to people. 

No one knows how real or 


GOV 


by PAUL McGARR 


how large these risks are. 

Meacher concludes, “Given 
that there is so much uncer- 
tainty, it might be expected that 
there would be routine testing 
of GM organisms for health ef- 
fects as a legal requirement.” 

Instead, “there have been 
so far virtually no indepen- 
dent studies of the health ef- 
fects of GM. What there is has 
mostly been done by the com- 
panies themselves.” 

“The only human GM 
trial”, Meacher points out, 
found that genetic material 
from GM crops “did in fact 
transfer to bacteria in the 
human gut. Previously many 
scientists had denied that this 
was possible.” 

The potential implications 
of this are chilling. 

But “instead of this finding 
being regarded as a serious 
discovery”, Meacher says the 
government’s reaction “was 
this was nothing new and did 
not involve any health risk”. 


Claim 


Blair’s government is to 
publish reports in July which 
could give the go-ahead to the 
commercial growing of GM 
crops in Britain. 

To do this in the face of 
Meacher’s testimony would be 
criminally irresponsible, 
putting people and the envi- 
ronment at risk. 

The GM corporations 
claim their technology will 
feed the world. 

As Meacher acknowl- 
edges, “GM is not necessary” 
to feed people. 

There is already enough 
food in the world to adequately 
feed far more than the current 
world population. 

People go hungry because 
they are poor and can’t afford 


to buy food, not because of a 
global food shortage. 

GM crops are about one 
thing only—increasing the 
profits of the giant corpora- 
tions behind them. 

Five global corporations— 
Pharmacia (Monsanto), 
DuPont, Syngenta, Bayer and 
Dow—dominate the GM busi- 
ness. 

GM crops are designed to 
be used with the chemicals 
these same companies or 
others they have links with 
produce. 


Forced 


The corporations are also 
working to ensure GM crops 
are sterile, so farmers are 
forced to buy new seeds from 
them each year. 

The GM giants want to 
dominate the food chain from 
the seed to the plate, and reap 
profit at every stage on the 
way. 

They do not care about the 
potential risks to the environ- 
ment and our health in the 
process. 

Micheal Meacher says, 
“The influence of big business 
on this government is very 
great.” 

Incredibly Meacher says 
he is still a “friend” to Blair’s 
government. 

The damning evidence he 
has produced should instead 
convince the rest of us that 
Blair and his big business 
government are our enemies. 


Paul McGarr will be 
speaking at Marxism 
2003 on agriculture 
and on theories of 


evolution 
Sunday 6 July at 11.45am 


Wednesday 9 : uly at 3.45pm 


For details see advert on page 3 


Ex-minister blasts the 


case for genetically 
galetelhitcye mel ae) ome] coy i0 


UP TO 70,000 people 
took part in the protests 
outside the European 
Union summit near 
Salonika, Greece, last 
weekend. 

“It was a tremendous 
sight as people came 
together down the 
seafront in the centre of 
the city,” says Panos 


0 KOEMOS MAS 


upuarm pas. AVKE! ~ Aaous tr 


; elu\ips 5 
Pat > 


* 
} ws 


Garganas, editor of 
Socialist Worker's sister 
paper in Greece, Workers 
Solidarity. 

“One of the protests 
over the weekend 
brought together miners 
protesting at the closure 
of their pit with the anti- 
capitalist protesters. 

“The Greek 
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government, like Tony 
Blair, is going through a 
deep crisis. A minister 
and a leading figure in 
the ruling party, PASOK, 
have had to resign. 
“The protesters were 
overwhelmingly from 
Greece, with very 
welcome delegations 
from elsewhere, mainly 


e 


vi: government 
tried to hide risk 


Picture: Jess Hurd www.reportdigital.co.uk 


Turkey and Italy. 

“The media here and 
internationally focused 
on a confrontation 
between the police and 
a section of 
demonstrators. But it is 
the scale of the 
movement that had all 
the European leaders at 
the summit worried.” 
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Dear newsagent 
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